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From the Shelf of OHS Library 

Spooktacular “Books that go bump in 
the night” 
Happy Halloween 

A Room Away From the Wolves by Nova Ren 
Suma, Toil & Trouble by Jessica Spotswood, The 
Mars Room by Rachel Kushner and The Agony 
House by Cherie Priest 

 

Toil & Trouble: 

History is filled with stories of women accused of witchcraft, of fearsome girls with arcane 

knowledge. Toil & Trouble features fifteen stories of girls embracing their power, reclaiming their 

destinies and using their magic to create, to curse, to cure—and to kill. 

 

A young witch uses social media to connect with her astrology clients—and with a NASA-loving girl 

as cute as she is skeptical. A priestess of death investigates a ritualized murder. A bruja who cures 
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lovesickness might need the remedy herself when she falls in love with an altar boy. A theater 

production is turned upside down by a visiting churel. In Reconstruction-era Texas, a water witch 

uses her magic to survive the soldiers who have invaded her desert oasis. And in the near future, a 

group of girls accused of witchcraft must find their collective power in order to destroy their captors. 

The Agony House: 

Denise Farber has just moved back to New Orleans with her mom and step-dad. They left in the 

wake of Hurricane Katrina and have finally returned, wagering the last of their family's money on 

fixing up an old, rundown house and converting it to a bed and breakfast.  

Nothing seems to work around the place, which doesn't seem too weird to Denise. The unexplained 

noises are a little more out of the ordinary, but again, nothing too unusual. But when floors collapse, 

deadly objects rain down, and she hears creepy voices, it's clear to Denise that something more 

sinister lurks hidden here. 

Answers may lie in an old comic book Denise finds concealed in the attic: the lost, final project of a 

famous artist who disappeared in the 1950s. Denise isn't budging from her new home, so she must 

unravel the mystery-on the pages and off-if she and her family are to survive... 

The Mars Room: 

It’s 2003 and Romy Hall is at the start of two consecutive life sentences at Stanville Women’s 

Correctional Facility, deep in California’s Central Valley. Outside is the world from which she has 

been severed: the San Francisco of her youth and her young son, Jackson. Inside is a new reality: 

thousands of women hustling for the bare essentials needed to survive; the bluffing and pageantry 

and casual acts of violence by guards and prisoners alike; and the deadpan absurdities of 

institutional living, which Kushner evokes with great humor and precision. 

Stunning and unsentimental, The Mars Room demonstrates new levels of mastery and depth in 

Kushner’s work. It is audacious and tragic, propulsive and yet beautifully refined. As James Wood 

said in The New Yorker, her fiction “succeeds because it is so full of vibrantly different stories and 

histories, all of them particular, all of them brilliantly alive.” 

A Room Away From the Wolves: 
Bina has never forgotten the time she and her mother ran away from home. Her mother promised 

they would hitchhike to the city to escape Bina’s cruel father and start over. But before they could 

even leave town, Bina had a new stepfather and two new stepsisters, and a humming sense of 

betrayal pulling apart the bond with her mother—a bond Bina thought was unbreakable. 

Eight years later, after too many lies and with trouble on her heels, Bina finds herself on the side of 

the road again, the city of her dreams calling for her. She has an old suitcase, a fresh black eye, and 

a room waiting for her at Catherine House, a young women’s residence in Greenwich Village with a 
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tragic history, a vow of confidentiality, and dark, magical secrets. There, Bina is drawn to her 

enigmatic downstairs neighbor Monet, a girl who is equal parts intriguing and dangerous. As Bina’s 

lease begins to run out, and nightmare and memory get tangled, she will be forced to face the 

terrible truth of why she’s come to Catherine House and what it will cost for her to leave . . . 

 

In A Room Away from the Wolves, critically acclaimed and New York Timesbestselling author Nova 

Ren Suma weaves a spellbinding ghost story about who deserves a second chance, how we lie to 

those around us and ourselves, and what lengths girls will go to in order to save each other. 
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