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How to Be An American: 

The current political climate has left many of us wondering how our government actually operates. 

Sure, we learned about it in school, but if put to the test, how many of us can correctly explain the 

branches of government? The history of politics? The differences and connections between local 

government and federal government? Enter How to Be an American. While author and illustrator 

Silvia Hidalgo was studying for her citizenship test, she quickly found that the materials provided by 

the government were lacking. In order to more easily absorb the information, Hidalgo started her 



 

 

 

 

own illustrated reference to civics facts and American history essentials. She’s collected her findings 

in How to Be an American, a freshly designed and illustrated two-color guide to all things America. 

1968: 

Nineteen sixty-eight was a pivotal year that grew more intense with each day. As thousands of 

Vietnamese and Americans were killed in war, students across four continents took over colleges 

and city streets. Assassins murdered Dr. King and Robert F. Kennedy. Demonstrators turned out in 

Prague and Chicago, and in Mexico City, young people and Olympic athletes protested. In those 

intense months, generations battled and the world wobbled on the edge of some vast change that 

was exhilarating one day and terrifying the next. To capture that extraordinary year, editors Marc 

Aronson and Susan Campbell Bartoletti created an anthology that showcases many genres of 

nonfiction. Some contributors use a broad canvas, others take a close look at a moment, and 

matched essays examine the same experience from different points of view. As we face our own 

moments of crisis and division, 1968 reminds us that we’ve clashed before and found a way forward 

— and that looking back can help map a way ahead. 

AIQ: 

From leading data scientists Nick Polson and James Scott, what everyone needs to know to 

understand how artificial intelligence is changing the world and how we can use this knowledge to 

make better decisions in our own lives. 

Dozens of times per day, we all interact with intelligent machines that are constantly learning from 

the wealth of data now available to them. These machines, from smart phones to talking robots to 

self-driving cars, are remaking the world in the 21st century in the same way that the Industrial 

Revolution remade the world in the 19th century. 

AIQ is based on a simple premise: if you want to understand the modern world, then you have to 

know a little bit of the mathematical language spoken by intelligent machines. AIQ will teach you that 

language―but in an unconventional way, anchored in stories rather than equations. 

You will meet a fascinating cast of historical characters who have a lot to teach you about data, 

probability, and better thinking. Along the way, you'll see how these same ideas are playing out in 

the modern age of big data and intelligent machines―and how these technologies will soon help you 

to overcome some of your built-in cognitive weaknesses, giving you a chance to lead a happier, 

healthier, more fulfilled life. 
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