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PARENTS E-MAIL ADDRESS: _______________________ 
 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE:                             ACTIVITY DAY SCHEDULE: 

 
Report to 1st Period 8:15                              Report to 1st Period 8:15  

 
First Period 8:25-9:15                                  1st Period 8:25-9:15 

 
2nd Period 9:20-10:10                                   2nd Period 9:20- 10:10 
 
3rd Period 10:15-11:05                                  Activity Period 10:15-10:30 

 
4th Period 11:10-12:55                                  3rd Period 10:35-11:25 

 
                                                                           4th Period 11:30-1:00     
  

1st Lunch 11:10-11:40                                  1st Lunch 11:30-11:55                                    
 

2nd Lunch 11:45-12:15                                 2nd Lunch 12:00-12:25                                  
 

3rd Lunch 12:20-12:50                                 3rd Lunch 12:30-12:55 
 

5th Period 1:00-1:50                                      5th Period 1:05-1:55 
                

6th Period 1:55-2:45                                     6th Period 2:00-2:50   
 

7th Period 2:50-3:40                                     7th Period 2:55-3:40 
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WELCOME TO OXFORD MARINE CORPS JROTC 
We’re glad and excited you decided to join us in MCJROTC this year. The program 
objectives are aimed at developing cadets to become educated and resonsible citizens in 
the global community. To accomplish this, you will experience classroom instruction, 
physical training, military drill, and leadership training.  

HISTORY / BACKGROUND 
AUTHORIZATION OF JUNIOR ROTC 
The enactment of Public Law 88-647 and codification in Title 10, U.S.C., Sec. 2031, 
authorized the military service secretaries to commission Junior Reserve Officers' 
Training Corps (JROTC) units at secondary schools that meet established criteria.  
Accordingly, the Secretary of the Navy has authorized the CMC to establish Marine 
Corps Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps (MCJROTC) units throughout the United 
States.   

PURPOSE OF MCJROTC 
The purpose of the Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program, 
commonly referred to as “Junior ROTC,” is to instill a value of citizenship, service to the 
United States, personal responsibility, self-reliance, and a sense of accomplishment.  It 
does not seek any particular commitment to the military. This program is NOT a 
“recruiting tool” for the Marine Corps or the Department of Defense. The current legal 
basis for JROTC is Section 2031 of Title 10, United States Code. The section is 
implemented by the Department of Defense. The governing directive, 1205.13 "ROTC- 
Program for Secondary Educational Institutions," is dated 6 February 2006. 

The Department of Defense (DoD) funds and sponsors JROTC through the Secretaries of 
the Military Departments. MCJROTC is funded and sponsored through the Office of the 
Secretary of the Navy. Legally, the JROTC program offered in a high school must be no 
less than three-years and may extend over four years.  Each year of the program contains 
180 hours of leadership instruction and application.  Our program meets all of the 
requirements for funding and sponsorship. 

MISSION OF OXFORD MARINE CORPS JROTC 
1.   Graduate high school. 

2.   Develop leadership skills, team work and self-confidence. 
3.   Strengthen character.  
4.   Help form habits of self-discipline.  
5.   Improve academic achievement by reinforcing the importance of good grades. 
6.   Develop informed and responsible citizens.  
7.   Develop respect for, and an understanding of, the need for constituted authority in a 
      democratic society. 
8.   Encourage civic responsibility. Community service and volunteerism are an  
      investment in the community and the people who live in it. 
9.   Emphasize health, physical fitness and the dangers of substance abuse. 
10. Promote an understanding of the basic elements and requirements for national 

security. 
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ADMINISTRATION / ORGANIZATION 
ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS 
1.  To be eligible for enrollment and continuance in a MCJROTC unit, the student 

must: 

a. Be enrolled in, and attending, a regular course of instruction at Oxford 
High School. 

b. Be a citizen of the United States or U.S. National or alien lawfully admitted 
to United States for permanent residence and in a grade above the 8th 
grade. 

c. Be of good moral character as determined by the principal of the school 
and the SMI. 

d. Be physically qualified to participate fully in the school's physical 
education program. Current annual school physical evaluations, as stated 
above, are mandatory for cadet participation in the program. 

DISENROLLMENT 
Cadets may be disenrolled from the MCJROTC Program for the following reasons: 

1.  Academic Failure – You must pass MCJROTC in order to remain a part of it.  
However, disenrollment is not automatic.  Each case is reviewed and handled separately. 

2.  Ineptitude – Students who consistently demonstrate an inability to develop leadership 
skills may be disenrolled. 

3.  Poor Attitude – Any cadet who consistently displays a poor attitude regarding the 
MCJROTC program may be disenrolled. 

4.  Failure to maintain the standards of conduct and comply with the grooming standards 
set forth in the MCJROTC SOP. 

NORMAL WEEKLY ROUTINE 
Monday & Tuesday- Classroom/Lecture 

Wednesday- Uniform Day/Inspection 

Thursday- Drill and Ceremonies 

Friday- Physical Training 

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 
1. All cadets will pick up a textbook and assume the position of “PARADE REST” (No  

      talking) behind their  assigned seat by the time the bell rings at the start of class.  

2. At the bell, the class leader will call the class to “ATTENTION”. The class leader will  

     take attendance by calling  roll. Missing and tardy students names will be noted on the  

     muster sheet.  

3. After attendance the cadets will face the American flag and recite the Pledge of 

    Allegiance. 

4.    Upon completion of the Pledge of Allegiance, the class leader will give the command 
“Ready, seats”.  The class will sit at the position of attention until given the 
command, “At ease”.  Upon the command of “at ease”, the students may take out 
their note taking material and open their textbook at their desks, however, no 
talking is allowed. 

5. No food, drink (except water) or gum is allowed in the classroom area unless 
authorized by the SMI/MI.  
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6. Cadets must raise their hand to be recognized if they have a question. Once called 
upon they must stand. Whenever a cadet is called upon by an instructor they must 
also stand. 

7. Use "Sir" while addressing or answering the SMI or MI. 

8. When an adult enters the classroom the first cadet who notices the adult will 
announce in a command voice “ATTENTION ON DECK”.  Upon the command 
the class will immediately assume the position of attention. The class leader will 
then announce: “Take your seats”. 

9. All head calls (bathroom breaks) will be made before or after class.  No head calls 
will be authorized during class except in cases of emergency. 

10. Do not interrupt the SMI's or MI's conversation. Wait for acknowledgment and then 
say, "Excuse me, Sir. 

11. When a request is granted, say "Aye Aye sir". 

12. When the ending class bell rings, the instructor will call on the class leader to 
dismiss the class.  Once all students are in their seats, the class commander will call 
the class to attention and give the command of “Dismissed”.  At this time, cadets 
will take one step to the rear, come to the position of attention, say Aye Aye sir and 
depart the classroom for their next class.  

13. Check the desk for personal items and trash prior to leaving class. The room will be 
clean before leaving.  Each class commander will be responsible for care and 
cleaning of the classroom prior to dismissing the class. 

14. Bring notebooks, and pen or pencil to every class.  Many times cadets will be 
required to take notes. Read the Weekly Training Schedule posted on the bulletin 
board in the classroom. 

15.  Uniforms will be worn every Wednesday or as directed by the SMI/MI. Green 
PT shirts and shorts, or sweatpants, is the PT uniform for Friday’s.  Each cadet is 
responsible for reading the daily information board in order to keep informed on 
what is going on.  Not reading the board is no excuse for not knowing what is 
required of you during the next class period. 

 16.  Cadets are not allowed in the Instructors Office, Armory, or Supply Areas without 
specific approval of the instructors.   

17.   The office telephones are business phones only.  They may, if absolutely necessary, 
be used by cadets with permission of the SMI or MI.  No routine calls may be made 
from these phones.  Calls may be made once permission is granted and must be 
limited to (2) two minutes. 

18. Cadets are expected to conduct themselves with proper decorum at all times in 
school, and especially within the MCJROTC spaces.   

19.  Any electronic device, i.e. cell phone/IPod/radio/MP3/games, used during class 
without the permission of the SMI/MI will be retained by the SMI/MI and turned 
into the principals office.  

20. Profanity is not allowed. 

21. Do not sit on the classroom tables. 

22. No sleeping in class. You will lose conduct points if you sleep in class. 

23. Junior ranking cadets will obey all lawful commands from senior ranking cadets.  

      Insubordination to cadets senior in rank is not tolerated and may result in demotion  

      and will adversely impact your conduct grade.  
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24. During marksmanship training safety rules and regulations are strictly enforced.  

      Repeated or serious violations and/or misconduct will result in a zero for this segment 

      of training .  

25. In the event the instructor is not present, the class commander will be in charge until  

      the arrival of the instructor.  

26. PT is every Friday. Cadets will be dressed and ready for PT 5 minutes after the tardy  

       bell or be marked tardy.  

27. First period is responsible for raising the Colors each morning. 

28. Sixth period is responsible for lowering the Colors each day. 

ATTENDANCE 
Cadets are expected to attend all JROTC functions.  This includes everything from daily 
classes to extracurricular activities and special events.  Cadets should anticipate, as much 
as possible, when they will not be able to attend a JROTC requirement in order to let the 
instructors know in advance.   

CONDUCT, BEARING & DISCIPLINE 
SCHOOL CITIZENSHIP 
Marine Corps JROTC cadets are high school students.  They are fully expected to 
conduct themselves in accordance with all school rules and regulations.  Any cadet 
failing to maintain higher standards of conduct and citizenship will not be permitted to 
remain in the Marine Corps JROTC Program. 

PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION 
Cadets will not display any gestures of affection in school or on school grounds.  This 
holds especially true when in uniform and pertains to kissing, embracing, holding hands, 
or other forms of intimate behavior.  Cadets who think they are showing off their 
maturity by kissing and hugging in public are only displaying a lack of maturity and 
risking a lower Marine Corps JROTC leadership grade for their conduct. 

DAILY CADET CONDUCT 
Cadets arrive on time for class; greet the instructor on the way into class.  

Cadets contribute to the class with appropriate answers to questions 

Cadets wear appropriate clothing.  

Cadets strive to improve themselves continuously.  

Cadets honor their word.  

Cadets demonstrate initiative by doing things without being told to.  

Cadets remain loyal to their families, fellow cadets and students, their school and their 
community.  

Cadets treat others with dignity and respect regardless of race, religion or gender.  

Cadets take care of each other. 

Cadets wear their uniforms proudly and with distinction.  

Cadets maintain appropriate military haircuts.  

Cadets do not smoke on school grounds. Cadets respond to adults with a "Yes, or No Sir 
or Ma'am. 
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Cadets do not lie, cheat or steal. A cadet caught cheating will be reduced to private, note 
be eligible for promotion for the rest of the year and receive a ZERO on the test and a 
ZERO for conduct that week.  

Cadets use appropriate language and do not curse or swear. 

Cadets do not use drugs.  

Cadets offer suggestions to improve the system.  

Cadets maintain a can-do attitude.  

Cadets respect public and private property.  

Cadets respect public laws and regulations.  

CURRICULUM / ACADEMICS 
SCHOOL ACADEMICS 
All Marine Corps JROTC cadets are required to maintain a 2.0 grade point average 
(GPA) in all their school subjects in order to remain in the MCJROTC program.  

Failure to maintain a 2.0 GPA, will put the cadet on immediate probation during the next 
semester. If this happens the cadet may be limited in what activities he or she may 
participate. If the cadet fails to raise his or her grade to the required level during the next 
semester, the cadet will be suspended from MCJROTC extracurricular activities. If the 
cadet raises his or her GPA during the probationary period, the cadet will be allowed to 
resume full activities. 

CADET CURRICULUM 
Leadership Education is the name of the MCJROTC curriculum because we use the 
tenants of Marine Corps leadership to teach and develop a sense of responsibility, loyalty, 
discipline and character in cadets.  The Leadership Education curriculum is presented by 
way of five different categories of instruction.  Those categories are:   (1) Leadership, (2) 
Citizenship, (3) Personal Growth and Responsibility, (4) Public Service and Career 
Exploration, and 5) General Military Subjects.   

Leadership/Citizenship training is the most significant subject Marine Corps JROTC 
offers. Leadership principles and techniques, methods of self-discipline, self-study and 
the study of others. The opportunity to practice these skills and techniques within the 
cadet organization is an integral part of this course. 

Physical Fitness and Health. In addition to participating in a challenging physical 
fitness program, it stresses the benefits of  physical fitness and nutrition in maintaining 
and enhancing basic health practices, safety, and injury prevention that continues into 
adulthood. Cadets will take an inventory strength test in the beginning of the school year 
and a physical fitness test near the end of each semester.  

Drill and Ceremonies are basic and necessary courses for any military organization. 
Self-discipline and teamwork are emphasized in this instruction.  

Cadets receive instruction on basic marksmanship skills and weapon safety. Parental 
permission is required to participate in live fire training.  

Instruction on Marine Corps organization and the national defense structure are 
presented. In addition, cadets receive an enriching orientation on military customs, 
courtesies, traditions, map reading and history. 

CADET PARTICIPATION 
Cadets of the MCJROTC Program will participate in a Leadership Education level as 
dictated by the number of years in the program the cadet has completed. LE-I is for those 
students entering the program for the first time, while LE-IV is for the cadets who have 
successfully completed LE-Ithrough LE-III. 
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1. LEADERSHIP EDUCATION I (LE-I) 

The first year of the program provides cadets with an introduction to both leadership and 
citizenship. The first year also gives the new cadets exposure to personal growth and 
responsibility and establishes a foundation of military structure and tradition.   

2. LEADERSHIP EDUCATION II (LE-II) 

The second year continues the leadership and citizenship classes of LE-I. During LE-II 
the students receive instruction in General Military Subjects with more structure and 
tradition than in LE-I, as well as the introduction of civilian marksmanship training and 
land navigation training with the map and compass. This year also provides additional 
learning experiences in personal growth and responsibility, as well as citizenship. 

3. LEADERSHIP TRAINING III (LE-III) 

In LE-III, cadets will begin to use their leadership training as they assume positions of 
increased authority and responsibility within the program. In this year also, detailed 
instruction on personal finances is presented, as well as other preparation for life beyond 
high school. 

4. LEADERSHIP TRAINING IV (LE-IV)  

LE-4 is a year when cadets really bring together all their previous learning experiences in 
the MCJROTC program.  Senior cadets will conduct formations and inspections, as well 
as supervise certain training events with younger cadets.  LE-4 cadets continued to be 
challenged academically with requirements for research projects and independent studies 
and progress reports. 
GRADING 
Cadets of Marine Corps JROTC will be graded in multiple areas of the program. The 
academic curriculum portion of the program will be graded in accordance with Oxford 
high School grading policies.  However, as part of their overall grade, cadets will be 
observed, evaluated and graded on their leadership performance, conduct, discipline, and 
knowledge of subjects taught.  Leadership performance will encompass carrying out 
one’s cadet duties  and it will also cover participation in citizenship activities and other 
MCJROTC activities. 

Weekly Grading 

Academic Test:                 35% 

Uniform Inspections:        30% 

Conduct:                           15% 

Physical Training:            10% 

Drill:                                 10% 

Special Note: Students given In School Suspension (ISS) or Out of School Suspension 
(OSS) lose 20 conduct points for each day suspended. If the suspension causes you to 
miss drill or physical training (PT) you will receive a ZERO for Drill and PT.  

Cadets (LE I/II’s) have two weeks from initial exam date to make-up or retake missed or 
failed exams. The maximum score on a retake exam is 70%.  LE III/IV cadets who failed 
to present either oral or written assignments at the designated date will receive a grade of 
ZERO and will not be permitted to make-up either assignment. The higher expectations 
of these senior cadets negates making up missed assignments except for extenuating and 
mitigating circumstances.  

UNIFORM DAY. Every Wednesday unless otherwise directed. This is a graded event. 
The uniform is worn all day. ( If you feel you have a valid reason for taking the uniform 
off prior to the end of the school day consult one of the instructors for permission). A 
uniform inspection is conducted. Failure to participate in uniform day will result in a loss 
of 100 points from your weekly grade. If a cadet is absent on Wednesday (Uniform 
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Day), and it is an excused absence he/she will wear the uniform on the following 
Monday as a make-up. If the cadet is in ISS or OSS  the cadet will wear the Uniform 
on the first Monday following release from ISS/OSS. Cadets will not wear the 
uniform in ISS. The maximum grade a cadet returning from ISS/OSS can receive is 
a 70. This is because his/her conduct was below average.  If the cadet does not make 
up the uniform inspection, he/she will receive a 0 grade. It is the cadet’s 
responsibility to make up the uniform inspection. 

Drill.  Every Thursday unless otherwise directed. This is a graded event. Drill is an 
integral part of the Marine Corps Junior ROTC program.  Drill teaches good discipline, 
enhances concentration and builds esprit de corps in a unit. There is no make up for 
Drill. However, if the absence is an excused absence then the cadet will receive a NO 
GRADE, which will not affect his/her grade. If the absence is unexcused the cadet will 
receive a 0. 

Physical Training (PT). Every Friday unless otherwise directed. This is a graded event. 
Cadets are issued a MCJROTC PT uniform to wear for PT. Failure to wear the PT 
uniform will result in a grade of ZERO. The PT uniform is green shorts, green T-shirt, 
white socks and tennis shoes. During cold weather the green sweatshirt and sweat pants 
may be worn. Failure to participate in accordance to the direction provided by the 
instructors will result in a grade of ZERO. If you inform the instructor that you are ill you 
will be excused from PT and receive a No Score entry. However, you must bring a 
parental note or doctor’s excuse to class the next day or first day you return to school. If 
you fail to bring a note from your parents or doctor you will receive a grade of ZERO. 
There is no make up for PT. However, if the absence is an excused absence then the 
cadet will receive a NO GRADE, which will not affect his/her grade. If the absence is 
unexcused the cadet will receive a 0. 

Conduct. Cadets can earn 20 points a day,  or 100 points each (five day) school week. 
Points may be earned/lost due to a cadet’s classroom conduct. In order to receive a 100 in 
conduct a cadet must be involved, participate and show a positive attitude throughout the 
week. Each day a cadet is in ISS or OSS they lose 20 points. Cadets are expected to 
conduct themselves in a manner as to reflect credit upon their school and the Marine 
Corps JROTC program. Being placed in ISS/OSS indicates willful infraction of rules and 
regulations and will not be tolerated. Disrespect and disobedience towards senior ranking 
cadets is incompatible with the Marine Corps JROTC program and will not be tolerated. 
Every cadet, regardless of rank, is equally responsible for the good order and discipline of 
the cadet company. In order to achieve the goals of the cadet company, it is important 
that all cadets within the unit work together to make the program successful.    

MCJROTC will be taking field trips during the year. You must maintain an 85 average 
in conduct and a 2.0 overall GPA to participate in unit field trips. 

UNIFORMS 
Wear your uniform with pride and care. Wearing the uniform once a week readily 
identifies you as a member of the Marine Corps JROTC. Within the Cadet Corps, the 
rank insignia that you wear readily identifies your status in the program. Initially, you 
will start out at the bottom of the rank structure. It is up to you to determine how far you 
go. To be successful in the program, you must be able to identify the officer and enlisted 
rank structure of Marine Corps and the other services. 

LE I cadets will be issued one Marine Corps camouflage pattern blouse,  trousers, boot 
socks, cover, (2) green tee shirts, combat boots and boot bands. LE II-IV cadets will also 
be issued a Summer Service Charlie (SS “C”) uniform which includes; a khaki shirt, 
white tee shirt, green dress trousers/slacks, garrison cover, black dress shoes, and black 
dress socks. Cadets will be instructed in the proper wear of Marine Corps uniforms in 
class. Depending on your participation in the program, other uniforms may be issued. 
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CARE AND CLEANING OF UNIFORMS 
• Camouflage uniforms items and cotton T-shirts can be machine washed in 

warm or cold water.  
• Khaki shirts, poly-wool green trousers,  and dress coats MUST BE 

DRYCLEANED. DO NOT WASH THESE ITEMS. 
• Unserviceable uniforms due to normal wear and tear can be exchanged for 

serviceable uniforms.  
• All uniforms are U.S. Government property and cadets/parents are 

responsible for them. Replacement of lost, stolen or damaged uniforms 
(where negligence is involved) is the financial responsibility of the 
cadet/parent. Keep your uniforms in a safe place. DO NOT LEAVE 
UNIFORMS IN THE LOCKER ROOM OR IN CLASS. 

• Boots will always be clean, free of dirt and debris. 

• Dress shoes will always be highly polished/shined with edge dressing or 
polish on the heel and edge. 

• No part of the uniform will be worn with civilian clothes. 

• No articles will be worn on the uniform except authorized medals and 
ribbons. 

• Cleaning, pressing, and minor maintenance, such as button replacement, are 
the students’ responsibility while it is in his/her possession. 

Alterations and repairs required to ensure proper fit and appearance will be done at 
Marine Corps expense prior to issue of the uniform. Cadets are not permitted to alter the 
uniform or make major repairs to it. 

MANDATORY REQUIREMENT 
Cadets will wear the designated Marine Corps uniform each Wednesday or as 
directed by the instructors or cadet company commander. Wearing of the Marine Corps 
uniform is a requirement that makes JROTC unique. Failure to wear the authorized 
uniform on the designated day or improperly wearing the uniform will result in a uniform 
failure grade for that week.  Cadets must receive prior approval from the military 
instructors if not in the uniform on uniform day. Three missed uniform days during the 
quarter will result in a failing grade for that quarter. 

CONDUCT IN UNIFORM 
• Your appearance and conduct should be impeccable while in uniform. 
• Do not chew gum and do not smoke 
• Do not walk or stand around with your hands in your pockets. 
• Wear your cover outdoors at all times and remove it indoors. 
• When required by custom or regulations salute all officers of the Armed forces 

of the United States. 
• During military periods, when required by custom or regulation, cadets in 

uniform will render proper salutes to all cadet officers of the Marine Corps 
JROTC unit.  

• Give the appropriate greeting to all adults, other cadets and students. Treat 
everyone with respect. 

• Do not use foul language, tease (bully) others, or wrestle/play in uniform. 
• Conversations on cellular phones, to include the use of the earpiece, while 

walking in uniform, indoors or outdoors, are prohibited. 
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MARINE CORPS GROOMING 
Cadets are held to the Marine Corps grooming standards which are a major factor in 
determining their MCJROTC grade. The Marine Corps image reflected by attention to 
detail in wearing the uniform in accordance with MCO P1020.34G is expected of all 
cadets and is a key element in public opinion and overall impression of our unit.  

MALE GROOMING REGULATIONS. Men will be well groomed at all 
times and will abide by the following:  

• Hair Length. No eccentricities in the manner of wearing head, facial, or 
body hair will be permitted. Hair will be neat and closely trimmed. The 
hair may be clipped at the edges of the side and back and will be evenly 
graduated all the way around the head (blended or faded but not 
edged as an outline) from zero length at the hairline in the lower 
portion of the head to the upper portion of the head. Hair will not fall 
over the ears or eyebrows. The hair on top will not be over 3 inches in 
length fully extended on the upper portion of the head. The back and 
sides of the head below the hairline may be shaved to remove body hair. 

• Sideburns will not extend below the top of the orifice of the ear, as 
indicated in line A-A’ in figures 1-1 and 1-2. Sideburns will not be 
styled to taper or flare. The length of an individual hair of the sideburn 
will not exceed 1/8 inch when fully extended.  

• Hair Style. Head hair will be styled so as not to interfere with the proper 
wear of uniform headgear. Hair, which protrudes from beneath properly 
worn headgear in an unsightly manner, is considered excessive, 
regardless of length. Male hair styles will conform to the natural shape 
of the head without eccentric directional flow, twists or spiking. One 
(cut, clipped or shaved) natural, narrow, fore and aft off centered part 
(placed no further than the outer corner of the eye and will not extend 
down the back of the head) is authorized. The following hair style 
types are considered eccentric and are not authorized (this list is not 
all inclusive): (1) hair styling which include single patches of hair on 
the top of the head (not consistent with natural hair loss);  (2) hair 
styled to run as a strip down the center of the scalp (i.e. “Mohawk” 
fashion) ; (3) hair styled to leave an unusually large open (bald) area 
on the top of the head (not consistent with natural hair loss) ; and 
(4) hair styles which include the etching of letters, signs or figures, 
not considered natural in appearance. Braiding of the hair is not 
authorized for male cadets.  

• Hair Color. If applied, dyes, tints, bleaches and frostings, which result 
in natural colors, are authorized. The hair color must complement the 
person's complexion tone. Color changes that detract from a professional 
image are prohibited.  

• Facial Hair. Male cadets will always be clean-shaven on uniform days 
except that a moustache may be worn if neatly trimmed and must be 
contained within the lines of B-B’, C-C’, D-D’ and the margin area of 
the upper lip as shown in figures 1-1 and 1-2. the individual length of a 
mustache hair fully extended must not exceed ½ inch. 

• Fingernails will be kept clean and neatly trimmed so as to not detract 
from the military image or present a safety hazard. Fingernails shall not 
extend past the fingertips. Nail polish for male cadets is not allowed. 

• Males are not authorized to wear earrings and or studs in uniform, in the 
classroom or on any MCJROTC extracurricular activity, and trip.  

• Male cadets will not wear facial makeup while in uniform 
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• No nose or excess piercing on exposed body parts.  

• No more than two rings per hand are authorized.  

• No necklaces (including the chain) visible while in uniform (religious 
items may be worn under the tee shirt). 

• Inconspicuous watches are authorized for wear in uniform. 
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FEMALE GROOMING REGULATIONS: Females will be well groomed 
at all times and will abide by the following:  

Hair Regulations. Hair of female cadets when in uniform will be pinned and arranged so 
that it will not fall below the collar of the uniform being worn.  For the purpose of these 
regulations, female hairstyles are organized into three basic categories; short length, 
medium length and long hair. 

Hair Length. (see Figure 1-3) 

Short Hair. Short hair is defined as hair length that extends no more than 1 inch from the 
scalp (excluding bangs). Hair may be no shorter than ¼ inch from the scalp, but may be 
evenly graduated to within 2 inches of the hair line. Bangs, if worn, may not fall into the 
line of sight, may not interfere with the wear of all headgear, and when worn with 
headgear must lie neatly against the head. The width of the bangs may extend to the 
hairline at the temple. 

Medium Hair Length. Medium hair is defined as hair that does not extend beyond the 
collar’s lower edge (in all uniforms), and extends more than 1 inch from the scalp. 
Medium hair may fall naturally in uniform and is not required to be secured. When worn 
loose, graduated hair styles are acceptable, but the length, from the front to the back, may 
not exceed one inch difference in length, from the front to the back (see Figure 1-3). The 
regulations for the wear of bangs detailed above are relevant. No portion of the bulk of 
the hair as measured from the scalp will exceed approximately 2 inches (see Figure 1-3). 

Long Hair. Long hair is defined as hair that extends beyond the collar’s lower edge. 
Long hair will be neatly and inconspicuously fastened or pinned, except that bangs may 
be worn. The regulations for the wear of bangs detailed above are relevant. No portion of 
the bulk of the hair, as measured from the scalp, will exceed approximately 2 inches 
(except a bun, which may extend a maximum of 3 inches from the scalp) and no wider 
than the width of the head.  

Hairstyles. . Faddish and exaggerated styles to include shaved portions of scalp other 
than neck line, designs cut in hair, unsecured ponytails and styles which are distinctly 
unbalanced or lopsided are prohibited. Hair will be styled so as not to interfere with the 
proper wear of all uniform headgear. All headgear will fit snugly and comfortably around 
the largest part of the head without distortion or excessive gaps. When headgear is worn, 
hair should not protrude at distinct angles from under the edges. Hairstyles, which do not 
allow the headgear to be worn in this manner, are prohibited.  

Braids. Medium and long hair may be braided. Multiple braiding (defined as more than 
two braids) is authorized. When worn, multiple braids shall be of uniform dimension, 
small in diameter (approximately ¼ inch), show no more than 1/8 of an inch of scalp 
between the braids and must be tightly interwoven to present a neat, professional, well-
groomed appearance.  
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Figure 1-3 
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Foreign material (i.e. beads, decorative items) shall not be braided into the hair. Braids 
must continue to the end of the hair in one direction, in a straight line, and can be worn 
loose per medium hair length guidelines or secured to the head in the same manner as 
described for medium or long length hair styles. Ends shall be secured only with 
inconspicuous rubber bands. If multiple braids are worn they must encompass the whole 
head. Braided hairstyles will be conservative.  

Hair Accessories. Inconspicuous hairpins and bobby pins, if required, are authorized. 
Hairnets will not be worn unless authorized. Barrettes, combs, rubber bands, etc. are 
authorized, if concealed by the hair. 

Hair Color. If applied, dyes, tints, bleaches and frostings, which result in natural colors, 
are authorized. The hair color must complement the person's complexion tone. Color 
changes that detract from a professional image  are prohibited. 

Cosmetics. Cosmetics, if worn, will be applied conservatively and complement the 
individual’s complexion tone. Exaggerated or faddish cosmetic styles are inappropriate 
with the uniform and will not be worn. Mascara, must be in tones of black or brown. 
Cosmetics with sparkle/glitter are not authorized. 

Fingernails. Nail length will be no longer than ¼ inch from the tip of the finger. 

Nail polish. Non-eccentric shades of red and clear polish may be worn with all uniforms. 
Colored nail polish will not be worn with the utility uniform. Fingernails with 
multiple colors and decorative ornamentation are prohibited. 

Lipstick. Lipstick, lip gloss and lip balm must be in shades of red or clear and must 
complement skin tone. When worn, lip liner must be in the same shade as the lipstick, 
gloss or balm. 

No nose or excess piercing on exposed body parts.  

 

No necklaces (including the chain) visible while in uniform (religious items may be worn 
under the tee shirt). 

 

No more than two rings per hand are authorized. 

Female cadets may wear small, polished earrings, ball or round stud type with all 
uniforms except the camouflage utility uniform. Earrings must not exceed 6mm ( ¼ 
inch) in diameter. Only one earring per ear is authorized. Earrings may not be worn while 
participating in parades, reviews or ceremonies. They may not extend beyond the ear lobe 
when wearing the uniform. 

UNIFORM INFORMATION 
Uniform Types 
Blue Dress “Bravo” Blue trousers or skirt with blue coat, ribbons only. 

Blue Dress “Charlie” Blue trousers or skirt with khaki long sleeve shirt and tie. 

Blue Dress “Delta” Blue trousers or skirt with khaki short sleeve shirt. 

Service “Alpha” Green trousers or skirt with green coat and L/S shirt. 

Service “Bravo” Green trousers or skirt with khaki long sleeve shirt and tie. 

Service “Charlie” Green trousers or skirt with khaki short sleeve shirt. 

Utility Uniform Camouflage blouse and trousers. 
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Belt Lengths 
Web Belt  Between 2 and 4 inches past the buckle. 

Cloth Belt Between 2 ¾ and 3 ¾ inches past the buckle. 

Military Alignment 
Shirt edge, belt buckle and fly of trousers are all in a straight vertical line. 

Tie Clasp 
Centered between the 3rd and 4th button on the long sleeve shirt. 

Trouser Length 
Bottom of the trousers is even with the welt where the heel and sole of the shoe join. 

Skirt Length 
Approximates the knee, not to exceed 1 inch above or below the center of the knee. 

Cover 
Never worn indoors.  School policy prohibits the wearing of any type of hat in the school.  
ROTC will abide by this policy. 

Marine Corps Emblem 
On the cover, the wings of the emblem are placed parallel to the deck (floor) and the 
anchor is pointed forward.  On the service alpha and blues, the left and right collar 
emblems are worn parallel to the deck with anchors pointed inboard. 

 

Enlisted Insignia of Grade:  Worn ½ inch from the collar edge and centered on the collar. 

 

Officer insignia of Grade:  Worn 1 inch from the collar edge on the centerline of the 
collar. 

Rank Insignia, Medals, Ribbons and Badges 
Rank insignia, medals, ribbons and badges are an integral part of the MCJROTC cadet’s 
uniform.  Therefore, these items must be worn with great care. 

1. Rank Insignia.  Only the rank insignia designated for Cadets by the MCJROTC 
program will be worn as shown in the illustrations shown below.  Cloth embroidered 
rank insignia for enlisted Cadets will only be worn on the blue coat.  When wearing the 
Utility “D” uniform, rank insignia will be worn on the front of the utility cap. 

a. Cadet officers will wear their rank insignia centered on the shoulder strap 
of their blue coat and all weather coats.  On khaki and utility shirts, the 
small rank insignia will be worn centered between the top and bottom 
edges of the collar, one inch from the front edge. 

 

 

b. Enlisted rank insignia will be worn on khaki shirts, raincoats and utility 
shirt collars with the 
point of the chevron up, 
bisecting the angle of 
the collar, bottom edge 
½ inch from the collar 
edge. 

 

Ribbons 

Medals 

Badges 

 

Nametag 

Ribbons 
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c.  Medals.  Authorized medals will be worn on the blue coat when prescribed in 
the training schedule.  They will be worn over the left breast pocket, midway 
between the first and second buttons.  When wearing medals, ribbons for which 
there are no medals will be worn 1/8” above and centered over the right breast 
pocket.  (Marksmanship badges will not be worn when medals are worn.  
Nametags will be worn 1/8” above the ribbon bar when ribbons are on the right 
side.) 

d.  Ribbons.  When worn, ribbons will be worn 1/8” above and centered over the 
left breast pocket of the khaki shirt or blue coat.  When worn with the 
marksmanship badge, ribbons will be 1/8” above the badge. 

e.  Badges.  Cadets wearing authorized badges will wear them 1/8” above and 
centered over the left breast pocket of the khaki shirt and blue coat. 

f.  Marksmanship Badge.  Cadets are authorized to wear one marksmanship 
badge representing the classification earned during their most recent range 
qualification.  The marksmanship badge will be worn 1/8” above and centered on 
the left breast pocket.  Marksmanship badges will not be worn with medals on 
the blue coat. 

Wearing of Ribbons and Awards 

Ribbons and badges authorized and procured through the MCJROTC program.  They will 
not normally be worn during the school day.  Ribbons and badges will be worn for 
prescribed events and are authorized for wear on leave and liberty. 

Precedence.  Ribbons will be worn in the precedence listed below with the senior ribbon 
on top and to the wearer’s right:         

a. Legion of Valor 

b. MCRA 

c. American Legion Award for Scholastic Excellence   Ribbon 

d. American Legion Award for Military Excellence Ribbon 

e. Sons of the American Revolution Ribbon 

f. Daughters of the American Revolution Ribbon 

g. Military Order of World Wars Ribbon 

h. Military Officers Association of American (formerly the Retired Officers 

i. Association) Ribbon 

j. Veterans of Foreign Wars Ribbon 

k. Daedalian Ribbon 

l. Women Marines Association Ribbon 

m. Noncommissioned Officers Association Ribbon 

n. Military Order of the Purple Heart Ribbon 

o. Navy League Youth Medal Ribbon 

p. Reserve Officers Association Ribbon 

q. Naval Reserve Association Ribbon 

r. American Veterans Ribbon 

s. National Sojourners Ribbon 

t. Scottish Rite Ribbon 
u. Outstanding Cadet Ribbon 
v. Student Leadership Ribbon 
w. Officer Leadership Ribbon 
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x. NCO Leadership Ribbon 
y. Civic Service Ribbon 
z. Best Drill Cadet Ribbon 
aa. Distinguished Scholastic Achievement Ribbon 
bb. Arts and Academics Ribbon 
cc. Distinguished Military Training Ribbon 
dd. Physical Achievement Ribbon 
ee. Superior Marksman Ribbon 
ff. Athletic Participation Ribbon 
gg. Longevity / Fidelity Ribbon 
hh. Distinguished Conduct Ribbon 
ii. Best Drill Squad Ribbon 
jj. Color Guard Ribbon 
kk. Drill Team Ribbon 
ll. Band / Drum & Bugle Corps Ribbon 

           mm.   Rifle Team Ribbon 

nn.  Orienteering Ribbon 

oo.  Recruiting Ribbon 

3. a. Other Awards.  All other awards will be worn after the listed JROTC awards in 
order of precedence.  These awards must be approved by the Marine Corps JROTC 
Program Office prior to being worn. 

    b. Distinguishing Patches.  The Marine Corps JROTC Shoulder patch will be worn on 
the left sleeve of the blue coat, green coat, khaki shirt, and above the left breast pocket of 
the camouflage utility jacket. 

    c.  1. Cadets will earn the Civic Service ribbon upon completion of 25 hours of 
community service.  

           2. Cadets will earn the Distinguished Scholastic Achievement ribbon upon 
selection to the honor roll three times in the same academic year. 

           3. Cadets may earn the Recruiting ribbon when they recruit a student to join the 
JROTC program. 

           4. Cadets earn the Physical Achievement ribbon when they score 250 points or 
more on the National Youth Physical Fitness Program test. 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
There are a number of opportunities for you to participate in after school activities and 
we hope you will join one of our teams. The color guard, rifle, drill and physical training 
(PT) teams practice each week. These teams are varsity level sports competing in 
regional, state and national competitions. Cadets may earn a varsity letter jacket IAW 
the MCJROTC Varsity Letter Program policy by competing in the teams listed above.  

In addition to being a part of the MCJROTC cadet curriculum, drill, rifle and PT 
competitions are a very worthwhile cadet activity. Competition are conducted from the 
local to the very competitive national level. Not all cadets will qualify to be a member of 
the Marine Corps JROTC competition teams. Membership on the competition teams 
requires a great deal of dedication and practice. 

1.  All members of a MCJROTC competition team will conduct themselves in a manner 
as to not bring any discredit upon themselves or the program.  

2.  All members are solely responsible for their uniform and the maintenance of their 
uniform.  

3.  Alcohol, drugs and tobacco are strictly prohibited!  

4.  Team members must maintain the same academic standards as any other Varsity Sport 
to maintain their eligibility to compete.  
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5.  Treat all weapons with respect and proper weapons handling techniques.  

6.  Profanity will not be tolerated.  

7.  Remember that you are what you are perceived to be and first impressions are lasting 
impressions!  

8.  Un-sportsman like conduct WILL NOT BE TOLERATED!  

9.  Treat all faculty, staff and coaches with RESPECT.  

10. Any infractions of this code may result in suspension or expulsion from the team. 

RANK & PROMOTION 
 Cadet Rank Structure.  
 The rank structure used in Marine Corps JROTC is mirrored after the officer and 
enlisted ranks in the U. S. Marine Corps.  The following ranks (with corresponding 
billets) are utilized, depending on the size of the unit. 

Cadet Colonel/Lieutenant Colonel  – Cadet Battalion Commander 

Cadet Major/Lieutenant Colonel – Cadet Company Cmdr/Battalion Executive Officer 
(XO) 

Cadet Captain – Cadet Company Commander/XO, S-1 Administrative Officer, S-3 
Operations Officer, S-4 Logistics Officer 

Cadet First/Second Lieutenant – Cadet Company Executive Officer, Cadet Platoon 
Commander, Battalion Public Affairs Officer/Historian 

Cadet Sergeant Major – Cadet Battalion Sergeant Major 

Cadet First Sergeant – Cadet Company First Sergeant 

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant – Cadet Company Gunnery Sergeant, Cadet Platoon Sergeant 

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant – Cadet Company Gunnery Sergeant, Cadet Platoon Sergeant 

Cadet Staff Sergeant – Cadet Company Supply Sergeant, Cadet Company Guide 

Cadet Sergeant – Cadet Squad Leader, Cadet Company Clerk 

Cadet Corporal – Cadet Fire Team Leader 

Cadet Lance Corporal – Any qualified Cadet may be promoted to this rank. 

Cadet Private First Class – Any qualified Cadet may be promoted to this rank. 

 

Cadet Promotions 
1. Promotions are an honor and a privilege. Those cadets receiving promotions must 
possess the prerequisite abilities and skills. Primary authority for promotions rests with 
the Senior Marine Instructor. Cadets returning from the previous school year will 
normally be promoted to a higher rank, providing their last quarter conduct and grades 
meet the criteria below. Promotions are not an automatic feature of the MCJROTC 
program. Cadets will be selected for promotion on a competitive basis. Officer and Staff 
NCO promotions will be made to fill a vacant position. Cadets involved in JROTC and 
OHS activities demonstrate a desire to serve their school and community. These cadets 
will receive priority consideration for promotion.  

2.  Promotions are based on demonstrated leadership ability, academic, and disciplinary 
excellence, military skills proficiency, voluntary involvement in MCJROTC activities 
and participation in student activities. The minimum standards for promotion eligibility 
are an overall grade point average (GPA) of “2.0”, average conduct grade of 80, 
completed 2 hours of community service during each 9 weeks promotion period 
(waiverable if participating in any authorized school extracurricular activities during that 
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grading period), and to have passed the Youth Physical Fitness Test (YPFT) with a 
minimum score of 150 points in the current grading period. 

3.  Cadets (LE IV) are normally promoted to commissioned officer ranks during their 
senior year; staff noncommissioned officer ranks during their junior year (LE III); and 
noncommissioned officer ranks during their sophomore year (LE II).  Cadets in the ninth 
grade (LE I) will normally serve in the ranks of Cadet Private through Cadet Lance 
Corporal.  

4.  Promotions for eligible cadets are the in the following months; October, January, 
March and May. The cadet company 1stSgt will obtain eligible for promotion rosters 
NLT two working days after the 9 weeks grading period ends.  A cadet promotion 
board comprised of the cadet company commander, XO, 1stSgt, OpsO and Gunnery 
Sergeant will convene NLT than one week after the previous 9 weeks grading period 
ends. The board will submit promotion recommendations to the Senior Marine Instructor.  

Cadet Private First Class 

Avg GPA 2.0 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 80 

JROTC grade of 75 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Pass written test on the American flag, Marine Corps and Cadet rank structures and 
Wearing the Marine Corps Uniform. Pass practical test on static drill movements. 

Cadet Lance Corporal 

Avg GPA 2.0 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 80 

JROTC grade of 78. 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Pass written exam on military customs and courtesies. 

Pass practical test of basic static movements and squad drill (unarmed outdoor drill card 
#2). 

Cadet Corporal 

Avg GPA 2.5 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 85 

JROTC grade of 80. 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Pass written exam on Leadership and leadership traits and Marine Corps heroes. 

Pass a practical exam on squad drill (lead squad drill, unarmed outdoor drill card #2). 
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Cadet Sergeant 

Avg GPA 2.5 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 85 

JROTC grade of 88. 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Pass written exam on Leadership traits, principals and Marine Corps history. 

Pass a practical exam on guidon, static rifle drill, platoon drill and lead squad drill 
(unarmed outdoor drill cards #1 & #2). 

Cadet Staff Sergeant 

Avg GPA 2.8 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 85 

JROTC grade of 90. 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Pass written exam on male and female grooming standards, duties of a cadet First 
Sergeant and Company commander. 

Pass a practical exam on sword manual, drill platoon with rifles (armed indoor drill card 
#2). Pass a practical test on forming and inspecting cadets. 

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant 

Avg GPA 2.8 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 85 

JROTC grade of 93. 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Pass a written exam on both Marine Corps Enlisted and Officer Career Progressions. 

Pass practical on drilling a platoon with rifles using outdoor armed drill card#2. 

Cadet First Sergeant 

Avg GPA 3.0 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 90 

JROTC grade of 95. 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Present class to cadets on Leadership, resolving conflicts in a group and create an exam 
on the topic. 

Pass written exam on the duties of squad leader to company commander. 

Pass practical on drilling a platoon with rifles using outdoor armed drill card#2. 
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Cadet Officer (all ranks) 

Avg GPA 3.0 and no failing grades 

Avg conduct grade of 90 

JROTC grade of 95. 

2 hours community service (waiverable if participating in any authorized school 
extracurricular activities during that grading period) 

Minimum score of 150 points YPFT 

Complete a college application with a 500 word essay on why you wish to attend your 
chosen institution or create a personal resume based upon your experiences as a cadet.  

Present a class on an American Patriot and create an exam for the class to take on your 
subject. 

Meritorious Promotion 

The Senior Marine Instructor (SMI) may meritoriously promote cadets for exceptional 
exemplary achievement/performance at any time.  

The cadet company commander may request waivers to the above promotion criteria to 
the Senior Military Instructor. 

Reduction of Rank 

Cadets referred to In School Suspension or Out of School Suspension will be reduced 
to the rank of Cadet Private.  

Cadets that do not meet/maintain the minimum GPA for their rank placed in a 
probationary status for the following 9 week grading period.  The cadet will have one 9 
week grading period to meet the standard for rank retention or be considered for 
reduction.  Cadets failing to maintain a GPA of “2.0” may not hold a rank higher 
than Cadet Private. 

Cadets failing to perform their duties in an efficient manner will be considered for 
reduction. 

The cadet company can recommend reduction of rank based on cadet counseling; 
however, the instructors will make final disposition in all cases. 

Reappointment 

Cadets who departed for disciplinary reasons or were withdrawn in lieu of disciplinary 
action, and accepted for reenrollment will be appointed Cadet Privates, regardless of rank 
previously held. 

Cadets who departed for other reasons and accepted for reenrollment may be appointed to 
a grade one rank lower than that previously held if absence from the program was a 
period of one school year or less.  Periods greater than one school year will normally 
result in a returning rank of Cadet Private. 

Cadets Joining From Other JROTC Units 

All cadets joining from another JROTC unit will initially retain their rank and awards 
with proper documentation from the previous unit. However, to retain that rank they must 
pass the Oxford Marine Corps JROTC requirement for that cadet rank for which they 
hold within 30 days of joining Oxford MCJROTC or be demoted up to two cadet ranks.  

Cadet of the Quarter/Year 

The Cadet of the Quarter Board will convene in October, January, March and May. One 
cadet is chosen each quarter. In May, prior to the school awards ceremony, the Cadet of 
the Year Board convenes. The four cadets selected as Cadet of the Quarter compete for 
Cadet of the Year. The winner receives a promotion and the Outstanding Cadet ribbon.  
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DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
1. General. Cadet Officers and Noncommissioned Officers are entrusted with positions 
of trust and confidence. As duly appointed representatives of the SMI, they are expected 
to actively support and enforce all rules and regulations of the Cadet Company and 
Oxford High School. Note: Before accepting a Staff Billet, you must understand that you 
are required to attend all staff meetings.  

2. Duties and Responsibilities of Cadet Leaders. Major duties of the billet holders in 
the Cadet Battalion are as follows:  

    a. Company Commander (CO). The Company Commander is the principal 
subordinate to the SMI/MI. He/She is responsible for assisting the SMI and MI in the 
organization, administration, training, and discipline of the unit. Specifically, he/she:  

        (1) Coordinates the planning and execution of all unit activities.  

        (2) Knows the specific duties of all cadet officers and holds them responsible for 
proper performance of the same .  

        (3) Evaluates the specific leadership capabilities of the cadets.  

        (4) Coordinates the activities of the company promotion board in making promotion 
recommendations, as directed by the SMI.  

        (5) Keeps the SMI and MI informed of all matters related to the well-being of the 
Cadet Company. 

        (6) Attend all Commanders and Staff meetings.  

   b. Company Executive Officer (XO). The Executive Officer is the principal 
assistant/advisor to the Cadet Company Commander. He/She is the coordinator of the 
company staff. Specifically, he/she:  

        (1) Directs and coordinates the work of the company staff on planning for all 
activities.  

        (2) Keeps the Company Commander informed.  

        (3) Represents the Company Commander and acts for him/her in his/her absence.  

        (4) Attend all Commanders and Staff meetings.  

   c. Personnel Officer (S-1). The S-1 is the primary assistant to the Company 
Commander in all administrative matters. He/She:  

        (1) Ensures that all cadet records are kept up-to-date and complete. This includes:  

              (a) All permission slips present and complete.  

              (b) Entries made on promotions, awards, grades, and PFT scores.  

              (c) The Memorandum Receipt for Uniforms is present and complete.  

        (2) Prepares all promotion warrants.  

        (3) Attends all Commanders and Staff meetings and keeps minutes and attendance 
of the meeting.  

   d. Operations Officer (S-3). The S-3 is responsible to the Company Commander for 
planning and execution of activities of the company. He/She coordinates planning for all 
company activities, to include:  

        (1)  Oxford High School Drill, Rifle and Athletic Competition.  

        (2)  Participation in all other Drill, Rifle  and Athletic activities.  

        (3)  Community service projects.  

        (4)  Public Affairs events.  

        (5)  Unit functions/field trips.  
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        (6)  Attends all Commanders and Staff meetings.  

   e. Company Gunnery Sergeant. The Company Gunnery Sergeant is responsible for 
all matters relating to supply and transportation. He/She:  

        (1) Assists the MI in all matters relating to uniform inventory and issue.  

        (2) Determines all supplies and equipment needed for unit activities.  

        (3) Determines transportation requirements for all unit activities.  

        (4) Assist in conducting annual Inventory.  

        (5) Attends all Commanders and Staff meetings.  

 f. Public Affairs Officer (PAO). The PAO is responsible for maintaining a historical 
record of all unit activities and coordinating media coverage of selected activities. 
He/She:  

        (1) Directs and coordinates photographic coverage of all Oxford High School 
MCJROTC activities.  

        (2) Supervises the activities of the Unit Historian.  

        (3) Maintains the Unit History Album, documenting all unit activities. 

        (4) Prepares articles for publication in local newspapers, including the Oxford High 
School paper.  

        (5) Attends all Commanders and Staff meetings.  

   g. Company First Sergeant. The Cadet First Sergeant is the senior Staff 
Noncommissioned Officer in the Cadet Company. He/She:  

        (1) Serves as the principal enlisted assistant to the Company Commander.  

        (2) Oversees the military decorum and bearing of the enlisted Cadets within the 
Company.  

        (3) Is responsible for the welfare of the enlisted cadets of the Company. 

        (4) Supervises and advises the platoon sergeants in the performance of their duties.  

        (5) Performs other duties, as assigned by the Company Commander.  

        (6) Attends all Commanders and Staff meetings.  

   h. Company Commander. The Company Commander is responsible to the SMI/MI 
for the organization, training, discipline, and morale of the cadet company. He/She:  

        (1) Sets high standards for the company and looks out for the welfare of its 
members.  

        (2) Keeps the company informed.  

        (3) Is fair and impartial in dealing with all cadets.  

        (4) Sets the example, in word and deed.  

        (5) Gets to know all the cadets in the company, convenes the Company Promotion 
Board and makes promotion recommendations to the SMI/MI. 

        (6) Convenes Commanders and Staff meetings.  

   i. Platoon Commanders. The Platoon Commanders are responsible to the Company 
Commander and the SMI/MI for the organization, training, discipline, and morale of their 
respective platoons. He/She:  

        (1) Sets high standards for the platoon and looks out for the welfare of its members.  

        (2) Keeps the platoon informed. 

        (3) Is fair and impartial in dealing with all cadets.  
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        (4) Sets the example, in word and deed.  

        (5) Gets to know all the cadets in the platoon and makes promotion 
recommendations to the Company Commander.  

        (6) Attends all Commanders and Staff meetings.  

   j. Platoon Sergeants. As the senior noncommissioned officer in the platoon, he/she is 
the principal assistant to the platoon commander. He/She:  

        (1) Assists the Platoon Commander in the administration and training of the platoon.  

        (2) Conducts platoon close order drill and physical training sessions, as directed by 
the Platoon Commander.  

        (3) Supervises and assists the squad leaders in the performance of their duties.  

  k. Platoon Guides. The Platoon Guide is the third ranking member of the platoon. 
He/She:  

        (1) Ensures that the logistics requirements of the platoon are met. This includes issue 
of and accountability for uniform items.  

        (2) Regulates interval, direction, and alignment of the platoon.  

        (3) Assists in the administration and training of the platoon, as directed by the 
platoon commander and/or platoon sergeant.  

   l. Squad Leaders: The Squad Leader is responsible to the Platoon 
Commander/Sergeant for the appearance, training and discipline of all members of 
his/her squad.  

MARKSMANSHIP 
Marksmanship is an exciting and rewarding sport, yet it demands the ultimate in 
discipline and concentration.  A cadet does not have to be big or strong or fast to be an 
outstanding marksman.  Cadets must always realize that while firing an air rifle is a 
challenging and fun activity, it is never a game and must always be taken seriously.  
Safety must always be first and foremost in Marine Corps JROTC marksmanship.  
This applies to marksmanship in the classroom curriculum, as well as on a competitive 
marksmanship team. 

MARKSMANSHIP WEAPONS PROCEDURES  

1. Weapons will at all times be physically controlled and accounted for.  

2. The Military Instructor (MI) is responsible to the Senior Marine Instructor for the 
control of the weapons in their charge.  

Inventory Control  

1.  Monthly: The last Friday of each month, a serialized inventory of all weapons will be 
conducted by the cadet armory officer and reported to the MI. 

2.  Weekly: All weapons will be physically sighted each Friday by the cadet armory 
officer and reported to the MI.  

3.  If the Armory Room is opened, a count will be conducted at the end of each class by 
the class commander and before lock-up at the end of the school day.  

4.  Discrepancies: Will be immediately reported to the SMI.  
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Issue Procedures  

1.  Cadets to be issued weapons will form single line outside the Arms Room. Order in 
this line will be maintained by the Class Commander.  

2.  Once in the hands of the Cadets, the Class Commander will assist the MI in seeing 
that all weapons are physically controlled at all times.  

3.  If weapons are used, the Class Commander will assist the MI in returning weapons to 
the Arms Room and conducting a count at the end of each class period.  

Care and Cleaning  

1.  Weapons will be turned in to the Arms Room in a clean condition.  

2.  Care of weapons is an all-hands job.  

3.  Cleaning of weapons will be done under the supervision of the Instructor Staff.  

4.  Marksmanship weapons will be cleaned by the rifle team.  

5.  On a weekly basis, the SMI will sight all weapons for cleanliness.  

MARKSMANSHIP QUALIFICATION AWARDS  
Marksmanship Qualification Awards. JROTC cadets who participate in rifle 
marksmanship instruction are eligible to earn qualification badges. The badges designate 
three qualification levels, Marksman, Sharpshooter and Expert. The Expert badge is the 
highest ranking and most difficult to earn. The badges signify that the cadets who earn 
them have demonstrated the knowledge and skill to handle rifles safely and have 
mastered basic rifle marksmanship skills to achieve required scores in qualification firing 
tests. JROTC cadets are authorized to wear marksmanship qualification badges on their 
uniforms.  

Qualification Course Standards. The following standards apply to the conduct of unit 
qualification firing:  

1. Rifles. All qualification will be with the Sporter Air Rifle.  

2. Distance. Air rifle qualification firing must be done at a distance of 10 meters (~33 
feet). 

3. Targets. Air rifle qualification firing will be done on the AR 5/10.  

4. Clothing and Equipment. During qualification firing, a sling may be used in the 
prone and kneeling positions, a glove may be worn on the support hand in any position 
and a kneeling roll may be used in the kneeling position. Shooting jackets may not be 
worn when qualifying with the air rifle.  

Integration with JROTC Marksmanship Curriculum. Cadets receive marksmanship 
instruction before they do qualification firing. These marksmanship qualification 
standards and procedures are designed for qualification firing to be done in conjunction 
with the teaching in the MARINE CORPS JROTC Leadership Education curriculum. 
Qualification firing may be done in stages:  

1. Instruction in gun safety, the operation of the rifle, the standing position, the technique 
of firing a shot, sight adjustments and scoring, must be completed before qualification 
firing is done in any firing position. After this lesson is completed, qualification firing in 
the standing position may be done.  

2. After position firing lessons are completed, qualification firing in the standing and 
prone positions may be done. To qualify for the Marksman and Sharpshooter badges, 
qualification firing must be done in those two positions, standing and prone.  

3. After qualification firing in the standing and prone positions is completed, the kneeling 
position may be taught and fired for qualification. To qualify for the Expert badge, 
qualification firing must be done in all three positions, prone, standing and kneeling.  
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Qualification Scores. To receive a qualification badge, cadets must attain the following 
scores in qualification firing that is supervised by a unit instructor. 

Qualification  Firing Positions  Air Rifle 

Badge      AR-5/10 

      Target 

Marksman   10 shots standing  110-129 

   10 shots prone 

 

Sharpshooter  10 shots standing  130-200 

   10 shots prone    

 

Expert   10 shots prone  221-300 

   10 shots standing 

   10 shots kneeling 

4. Qualification Firing Procedures. The unit instructor will designate the times when 
cadets may do qualification firing. Cadets may be given multiple opportunities to fire 
qualifying scores.  

To earn the Marksman and/or Sharpshooter badge, a cadet will be credited with the total 
of the best 10-shot standing and the best 10-shot prone position scores fired during 
qualification firing periods designated by the instructor. The standing and prone scores 
count for the Marksman or Sharpshooter badges do not have to be fired at the same time 
or on the same day.  

To earn the Expert badge, a cadet must fire a 30-shot three-position score (10-shots 
prone, 10-shots standing and 10-shots kneeling, all fired at the same time) with the 
following sequence and time limits:  

Stage Time    Limit  

Preparation Period    10 minutes  

Prone position    15 minutes  

Changeover to standing   5 minutes  

Standing position    20 minutes  

Changeover to kneeling   5 minutes  

Kneeling position    15 minutes 

Practice or sighting shots may be fired in each position before record shots are fired, but 
any sighting shots and the 10 record shots must be fired within the time limit for that 
position.  
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PHYSICAL TRAINING 
A physical fitness test will be administered twice annually and is one of the requirements 
for promotion in rank. While it is the cadets’ primary responsibility to be able to pass the 
Youth Physical Fitness Test (YPFT), every effort will be made to properly prepare cadets 
to obtain a minimum passing score before the official test is conducted.   

Classification: The following classification of total scores will be utilized to establish 
standards for first class, second class and third class participants. 

    1st Class  350 – 500 points 

    2nd Class  250 – 349 points 

    3rd Class  150 – 249 points 

    Failing  Below 150 points 

Events: 

Sit-ups 

Push-ups 

Pull-ups (male) or flexed arm hang (female) 

Broad jump 

Shuttle run 300 yards / 220 run. 

Awards: All cadets scoring more than 250 points will be awarded the Physical Fitness 
Achievement Ribbon, as well as the National Youth Physical Fitness Program Certificate. 

CHAIN OF COMMAND 

President of the United States   Honorable Mr. Obama 

Vice President of the United States  Honorable Mr. Biden 

Secretary of Defense    Honorable Mr. Hagel 

Secretary of the Navy    Honorable Mr. Mabus 

Commandant of the Marine Corps                                   General Amos 

 (transition to General Dunford in the fall of 2014) 

Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps                    General Paxton 

SgtMaj Marine Corps                                                        Sergeant Major Barrett 

CG Training & Education Cmd                                         Major General Murray 

Director Marine Corps JROTC     Mr. Ingles  

Region 2 Director    Colonel Delair 

Senior Marine Instructor   Colonel  Cromwell 

Marine Instructor    First Sergeant Leach 

Cadet Company Commander   Cadet Captain Griffin 

Cadet Company Executive Officer (XO)  Cadet 1stLt Hatcher 

Cadet Company First Sergeant   Cadet GySgt Cotton 
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Outdoor Unarmed Drill Card #1                                Outdoor Unarmed Drill Card #2 

Form at Close Interval                                                       Form at Normal Interval 

Count Off                                                                          Present Arms (Hand Salute) 

Extend March                                                                    Order Arms (Ready Two) 

Open Ranks                                                                       Left Face 

Close Ranks                                                                       Right Face 

Left Face                                                                           About Face 

Right Face                                                                         About Face 

About Face                                                                        Parade Rest 

About Face                                                                        Attention 

Parade Rest                                                                        Right Face 

Attention                                                                            Forward March 

Present Arms                                                                      Column Right 

Order Arms                                                                        Right Flank 

Right Face                                                                          Left Flank 

Forward March                                                                  Column Left 

Column Right                                                                    Column Left 

Right Flank                                                                        Half Step March 

Left Flank                                                                          Forward March 

Column Right                                                                    To the Rear 

Right Oblique                                                                    To the Rear 

In Place Halt                                                                      Left Flank 

Resume March                                                                   Right Flank 

Forward March                                                                  Mark Time 

Column Left                                                                      Halt 

Column Left                                                                      Left Face 

Close March                                                                      Dismiss  

Forward march 

Extend March 

Forward March 

To the Rear March 

To the Rear March 

Half Step March 

Forward March 

Left Flank 

Right Flank 

Mark Time 

Halt 

Left Face 

Dismiss 
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Indoor Armed Drill Card #2                 Outdoor Armed Drill Card #2 

Form at Normal Interval   Form at Normal Interval 

Open Ranks    Present Arms 

Close Ranks    Order Arms 

Right Face     Left Face 

Right Shoulder Arms    Right Face 

Left Shoulder  Arms    About Face 

Port Arms     About Face 

Order Arms    Parade Rest 

Close March    Attention 

Extend March    Present Arms 

Left Face     Order Arms 

Present Arms    Right Face 

Order Arms    Right Shoulder Arms 

Dismiss     Forward March 

     Right Flank 

     Left Flank 

     Column Left 

     Column Left 

     To the Rear 

     To the Rear 

     Left Shoulder Arms 

     Left Flank 

     Right Flank 

     Port Arms 

     Mark Time 

     Halt 

     Order Arms 

     Left Face 

     Inspection Arms 

     Port Arms 

     Order Arms 

     Dismiss 
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CADET RANK STRUCTURE 
CADET ENLISTED 

Title Insignia 

Private None 

Private First Class  PFC 
 

Lance Corporal    LCpl 
 

Corporal   Cpl 

 

Sergeant   Sgt 

 

Staff Sergeant   SSgt 

 

Gunnery Sergeant   GySgt 

 

First Sergeant   1stSgt 

 

Segeant Major   SgtMaj 
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Marine Corps JROTC Officer Rank Insignia 

Title Insignia 

2nd Lieutenant 2Lt 
 

1st Lieutenant 1Lt 
 

Captain Capt 
 

Major MAJ 
 

Lieutenant Colonel LtCol 
 

Colonel Col 
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E1 Private Seaman Recruit (SR)  Private Airman Basic 

E2 

 
Private E-2 

(PV2)  
 
 

 

 
Seaman Apprentice 

(SA)  
 
 

 

 
Private First Class 

(PFC)  
 
 

 

 
 
 

Airman  
(Amn) 

 

 

E3 

 
Private First Class 

(PFC)  
 

 

 
Seaman (SN) 

 
 
 

 

Lance Corporal 
(LCpl)  

 
 

 

 
 

Airman First Class 
(A1C) 
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E4 

Corporal 
(CPL)  

 

 

Specialist 
(SPC)  

 

 

Petty Officer 
Third Class(PO3) ** 

 
 

 

Corporal 
(Cpl)  

 

 

 
 

Senior Airman 
(SrA) 

 
 

 

 

Leadership responsibility significantly increases in the mid-level enlisted ranks. This responsibility is given formal 
recognition by use of the terms noncommissioned officer and petty officer. An Army sergeant, an Air Force staff 
sergeant, and a Marine corporal are considered NCO ranks. The Navy NCO equivalent, petty officer, is achieved 
at the rank of petty officer third class.  

 
 

  
 

E5 

Sergeant 
(SGT)  

 

 

Petty Officer 
Second Class 

(PO2) ** 
 

 

Sergeant 
(Sgt)  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Staff Sergeant 
(SSgt)  
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E6 

Staff Sergeant 
(SSG)  
 

 

Petty Officer 
First Class 
(PO1) ** 
 

 

Staff Sergeant 
(SSgt)  

 

 

Technical Sergeant 
(TSgt)  

 
 
 

 
 

E7 

 
Sergeant First Class 

(SFC)  
 

 

 
Chief Petty Officer  

(CPO) ** 
 

 

 
Gunnery Sergeant 

(GySgt)  
 

 

 
Master 

Sergeant 
(MSgt)  

 
 

 

 
First Sergeant 

 
 
 

 

 

At the E-8 level, the Army, Marines and Air Force have two positions at the same pay grade. Whether one is, for 
example, a senior master sergeant or a first sergeant in the Air Force depends on the person's job. The same is 
true for the positions at the E-9 level. Marine Corps master gunnery sergeants and sergeants major receive the 
same pay but have different responsibilities. All told, E-8s and E-9s have 15 to 30 years on the job, and are 
commanders' senior advisers for enlisted matters.  

A third E-9 element is the senior enlisted person of each service. The sergeant major of the Army, the sergeant 
major of the Marine Corps, the master chief petty officer of the Navy and the chief master sergeant of the Air 
Force are the spokespersons of the enlisted force at the highest levels of their services. 

E8 

Master 
Sergeant 

(MSG)  
 

 

First 
Sergeant  

(1SG)  
 

 

Senior Chief Petty Officer 
(SCPO) ** 

 
 

 

Master 
Sergeant 

(MSgt)  
 

 

First 
Sergeant 

 
 

 

Senior 
Master 

Sergeant 
(SMSgt)  

 

 

First Sergeant 
 
 
 

 



38 
 

E9 

 
Sergeant 

Major 
(SGM) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Command 
Sergeant 

Major 
(CSM) 

 
 

 

 
Master 
Chief 
Petty 

Officer 
(MCPO) 

** 
***  

 

 
Fleet/Command 

Master  
Chief Petty 

Officer 
** 
***  

 

 

 
Master 

Gunnery 
Sergeant 
(MGySgt) 

 
 
 

 

 
Sergeant 

Major 
(SgtMaj) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Chief 

Master 
Sergeant 
(CMSgt)  

 
 
 

 

 
 

First 
Sergeant 

 
 
 

 

 
Command 

Chief 
Master 

Sergeant 
 
 
 

 

E9 

 
Sergeant Major  

of the  
Army 
(SMA)  

 
 

 

 
Master Chief 
Petty Officer 

of the 
Navy 

(MCPON) 
and 

Coast Guard 
(MCPOCG)  

 

 
** 
***  

 
Sergeant Major 

of the  
Marine Corps 
(SgtMajMC) 

 
 

 

 
Chief Master 

Sergeant of the Air Force 
(CMSAF) 

 
 

 

Officer ranks in the United States military consist of commissioned officers and 
warrant officers. The commissioned ranks are the highest in the military. These 
officers hold presidential commissions and are confirmed at their ranks by the Senate. 
Army, Air Force and Marine Corps officers are called company grade officers in the 
pay grades of O-1 to O-3, field grade officers in pay grades O-4 to O-6 and general 
officers in pay grades O-7 and higher. The equivalent officer groupings in the Navy are 
called junior grade, mid-grade and flag. Warrant officers hold warrants from their 
service secretary and are specialists and experts in certain military technologies or 
capabilities. The lowest ranking warrant officers serve under a warrant, but they receive 
commissions from the president upon promotion to chief warrant officer 2. These 
commissioned warrant officers are direct representatives of the president of the United 
States. They derive their authority from the same source as commissioned officers but 
remain specialists, in contrast to commissioned officers, who are generalists. There are no 
warrant officers in the Air Force. 
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Naval officers wear distinctively different rank devices depending upon the uniform they're wearing. 
The three basic uniforms and rank devices used are: khakis, collar insignia pins; whites, stripes on 
shoulder boards; and blues, stripes sewn on the lower coat sleeves. 

W1 

 
Warrant Officer 1  

WO1  
 

 

USN Warrant  
Officer 1 — WO1  

 

 

 
Warrant Officer 1  

WO  
 

 

NO WARRANT 

W2 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 
CW2 

 
 

 

USN Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 — CWO2  

 
 

USCG 

 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 
CWO2 

 

 

NO WARRANT  
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W3 

Chief Warrant Officer 3 
CW3 
 
 

 

USN Chief Warrant  
Officer 3 CWO3 

 

USCG 

 

Chief Warrant Officer 3 
CWO3  
 

 

NO WARRANT  

W4 

Chief Warrant Officer 4 
CW4 
 

 

USN Chief Warrant  
Officer 4 — CWO4  

 
 

USCG 

 

Chief Warrant Officer 4 
CWO4  
 

 

NO WARRANT  

W5 

Chief Warrant Officer 
CW5  
 

 

USN Chief Warrant  
Officer CWO5  
 

 

Chief Warrant Officer 5 
CWO5  
 

 

NO WARRANT 
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O1 

 
Second Lieutenant 

2LT 
 

 

 
Ensign 

ENS  
 

 

Second Lieutenant 
2ndLt 

 

 

Second Lieutenant 
2d Lt 

 

 

O2 

First Lieutenant 
1LT  

 

 

Lieutenant Junior 
Grade 
LTJG  

 

 

First Lieutenant 
1stLt 

 

 

First Lieutenant 
1st Lt 

 

 

O3 

Captain 
CPT  

 

 

Lieutenant 
LT  

 

 

Captain 
Capt  

 

 

 
 

Captain 
Capt  
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O4 

 
Major 
MAJ 

 

 

Lieutenant Commander 
LCDR 

 

 

 
Major 
Maj 

 

 

 
Major 
Maj 

 

 

O5 

Lieutenant Colonel 
LTC 

 

 

Commander CDR 

 

Lieutenant Colonel 
LtCol  

 

 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Lt Col  

 

 

O6 

Colonel 
COL  

 

 

Captain 
CAPT 

 

 

Colonel 
Col 

 

 

Colonel 
Col 

 

 

O7 

Brigadier General 
BG 

 

 

Rear Admiral Lower 
Half 

RDML 

 

Brigadier General 
BGen  

 

 

Brigadier General 
Brig Gen 
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O8 

Major General 
MG 

 

 

Rear Admiral 
Upper Half 

RADM 

 

 
 

Major General 
MajGen  

 

 

 
 

Major General 
Maj Gen  

 

 

O9 

Lieutenant 
General 

LTG 
 

 

Vice Admiral 
VADM  

 

 

Lieutenant 
General 
LtGen  

 

 

Lieutenant 
General 
Lt Gen  
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O10 

 
General 

GEN 
Army Chief of Staff 

 

 

 
Admiral 

ADM 
Chief of Naval 

Operations 
and 

Commandant of the  
Coast Guard 

 

 

General 
Gen  

Commandant of the  
Marine Corps 

 

 

General 
Gen  

Air Force Chief of Staff  
 

 

 

 
General of the Army 

(Reserved for wartime only)  
 

 

 
Fleet Admiral 

(Reserved for wartime 
only)  

 

 

 

 
General of the Air Force 

(Reserved for wartime only)  
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LEADERSHIP 
LEADERSHIP TRAITS & DEFINITIONS 
1. Bearing – Creating a favorable impression, appearance. 
2. Courage – Mental quality that recognizes fear of danger and criticism. 
3. Decisiveness – Ability to reach sound decisions in a timely manner. 
4. Dependability – Completing assigned tasks completely. 
5. Endurance – Mental and physical strength. 
6. Enthusiasm – Sincere interest in performing your task. 
7. Initiative – Seeing what needs to be done and getting it done without being told to. 
8. Integrity – Complete truth and honesty. 
9. Judgment – Using facts to make sound decisions. 
10. Justice – Being impartial and fair. 
11. Knowledge – Learning information. 
12. Loyalty – Faithfulness to your organization and yourself. 
13. Tact – The ability to deal with others without causing offense. 
14. Unselfishness – Placing the welfare of your subordinates ahead of your own. 
 

JJ DID TIE BUCKLE 

 

Leadership Principals 
1. Be technically and tactically proficient. 
2. Know yourself and seek self-improvement. 
3. Know your people and look out for their welfare. 
4. Keep your people informed. 
5. Set the example. 
6. Insure that the task is understood, supervised and accomplished. 
7. Train your people as a team. 
8. Make sound and timely decisions. 
9. Develop a sense of responsibility among subordinates. 
10. Employ your command in accordance with its capabilities. 
11. Seek responsibility and take responsibility for your actions. 
 
GENERAL ORDERS 
1. To take charge of this post and all government property in view. 
2. To walk my post in a military manner, keeping always on the alert and observing 

everything that takes place within sight or hearing. 
3. To report all violations of orders I am instructed to enforce. 
4. To repeat all calls from posts more distant from the guardhouse than my own. 
5. To quit my post only when properly relieved. 
6. To receive, obey and pass on the sentry who relieves me, all orders from the 

Commanding Officer, Officer of the Day, and Officers and Non-Commissioned 
officers of the guard only. 

7. To talk to no one except in the line of duty. 
8. To give the alarm in case of fire or disorder. 
9. To call the Corporal of the Guard in any case not covered by instructions. 
10. To salute all officers and colors and standards not cased. 
11. To be especially watchful at night and during the time for 

challenging, challenge all persons on or near my post, and to allow 
no one to pass without proper authority. 
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Marine’s Hymn 
 

From the Halls of Montezuma, 
To the shores of Tripoli, 

We will fight our country’s battles 
In the air, on land and sea. 

First to fight for right and freedom, 
And to keep our honor clean; 

We are proud to claim the title of 
UNITED STATES MARINE. 

 
Our flag’s unfurled to every breeze 

From dawn to setting sun. 
We have fought in every clime and place 

Where we could take a gun. 
In the snow of far off northern lands 

And in sunny tropic scenes, 
You will find us always on the job 

The UNITED STATES MARINES 
 

Here’s health to you and to our corps 
Which we are proud to serve. 

In many a strife we’ve fought for life 
And never lost our nerve. 
If the Army and the Navy 

Ever look on Heaven’s scenes, 
They will find the streets are guarded by 

UNITED STATES MARINES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



47 
 

A Legacy is Born 

 

"On November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress approved the resolution to establish 
two battalions of Marines able to fight for independence at sea and on shore. This date 
marks the official formation of the Continental Marines." 

 
 
 
 

 
1st Commandant: Major Samuel Nicholas (1775-1783) 

 
 
 
                                                            
                                                         Tun Tavern  

 
 
  
As the first order of business, Samuel Nicholas became captain and commanding officer 
of the newly formed Marines and visited numerous public inns and taverns throughout 
the city of Philadelphia to begin recruiting. One of his first recruits was popular patriot 
and tavern owner Robert Mullan. Capt Mullan owned Tun Tavern, which subsequently 
became part of military lore as the birthplace of the Marine Corps. 

Each year, the Marine Corps marks November 10 with a celebration of the brave spirit 
which compelled these men and thousands since to defend our country as United States 
Marines. 

 
                                                         Continental Marines 

                                                         land at New Providence, Bahamas 

 

 

1776: Fort Nassau  The First Amphibious Raid 

Just weeks after banding together, the Continental Marines successfully executed their 
first amphibious landing on a hostile shore. 

The British were storing large supplies of gunpowder at Fort Nassau in the Bahamas for 
use in battle against the 13 colonies. Captain Samuel Nicholas and 234 Marines sailed 
with the Continental Navy on a mission to capture the supply. 

Within minutes of the Marines' arrival, the British troops surrendered. Capt Nicholas 
successfully acquired cannons and other military stores.  

The Marines' first challenge and success paved the way for greater operations to come. 
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                                                                                       Battle of Derna, 27 April 1805 

                                                                                       With the support of bombardment                     

                                                                                       from three ships, they captured the 

                                                                                       fortress at Derna, Tripoli 

 

1805: Battle of Derna 

To the Shores of Tripoli 

In 1805, the United States government refused to continue paying Barbary Coast pirates 
to refrain from raiding American merchant ships. When negotiations for a treaty failed, 
President Thomas Jefferson assembled an expeditionary force of Marines to respond. 

Lieutenant Presley O'Bannon and his Marines marched across 600 miles of the Libyan 
Desert to successfully storm the fortified Tripolitan city of Derna and rescue the 
kidnapped crew of the USS Philadelphia. The Marines' victory helped Prince Hamet Bey 
reclaim his rightful throne as ruler of Tripoli. In gratitude, he presented his Mameluke 
sword to Lt O'Bannon. 

This famous sword became part of the officer uniform in 1825, and remains the oldest 
ceremonial weapon in use by United States forces today. 

 
The Mameluke Sword 
 
Lieutenant Presley O'Bannon led the Marines' first battle on foreign soil. He and his 
Marines relentlessly marched across 600 miles of the Libyan Desert to storm the fortified 
Tripolitan city of Derna and rescue the kidnapped crew of the USS Philadelphia. 

The victory helped Prince Hamet Bey reclaim his rightful throne as ruler of Tripoli. In 
gratitude, Bey presented his Mameluke sword to Lt O'Bannon. This famous sword 
became part of the officer uniform in 1825 and remains the oldest ceremonial weapon in 
use by United States armed forces today. The Battle of Derna was the Marines' first land 
battle on foreign soil and is notably recalled in the first verse of the Marines' Hymn: 
"From the Halls of Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli, we fight our country's 
battles in the air, on land and sea."  
 

 

 

                                  1820: Col (Brevet BGen) Archibald Henderson 
                           (Grand Old Man of the Marine Corps) 
 

 

Leader of the Marine Corps for 39 Years 

At the age of 37, Colonel Archibald Henderson became the fifth Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. He held this position for 39 years, outlasting nine presidents.  

Henderson is remembered for his personal commitment to his Marines and his candor. In 
1836, Henderson went to fight alongside his Marines in the Seminole War, leaving a 
simple note on his door: "Have gone to Florida to fight Indians. Will be back when war is 
over."  
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                                                                            1847: The Battle of Chapultepec 

                                                                            Marine battalion enters Mexico City 

 

 

The Halls of Montezuma 

The Mexican-American War played a critical role in defining the border between the two 
nations that remains in place today. 

In 1847, knowing that the capture of the Palacio Nacional would greatly disrupt the 
Mexican army, the Marines stormed the enemy fortress during the Battle of Chapultepec. 

After two days of battle, the Marines gained control of the castle, better known as the 
"Halls of Montezuma." 

The Marines were then given the honor of raising the Stars and Stripes over the palace to 
mark their victory. Upon returning home, the same Marines presented their flag to the 
commandant. 

The victory at the "Halls of Montezuma" remains a part of Marine Corps tradition, 
immortalized in the opening line of the Marines' Hymn. 

 

 

 

                                 

                                 1862: Cpl John Mackie 

 

 

The First Marine to Receive the Medal of Honor 

Corporal John F. Mackie was the first Marine to be awarded the prestigious Medal of 
Honor, our nation's highest military award. 

Onboard the USS Galena at the Battle of Drewry's Bluff during the Civil War, heavy fire 
from Confederate forces killed or wounded much of the crew. Cpl Mackie bravely risked 
his life to lead the gun's operation for the remainder of the battle. 

The Medal of Honor is awarded to a person who distinguishes him or herself "...by 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States..." 

At Drewry's Bluff, Virginia, a marker indicates the location of Mackie's bravery. 
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                                                  1880: John Philip Sousa 

 

 

 

A Musical Heritage 

Long before his music inspired the nation, John Philip Sousa took an apprenticeship with 
the Marine Band at age 13. 

He officially became head of the Marine Corps Band in 1880, conducting "The 
President's Own" under five presidents. Sousa was a gifted composer and became known 
as "The March King."  

His music continues to bring honor to the Marine Corps today. Many of his well-known 
compositions, including "The Stars and Stripes Forever," the National March of the 
United States and “Semper Fidelis”, the Official March of the Marine Corps, are still 
widely recognized. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 1898: Sgt John Quick 

 

Risking his Life in the Crossfire 

In the midst of fighting enemy forces during the Battle of Guantanamo Bay, deadly fire 
against Marines increased dramatically. In the chaos, the USS Dolphin misinterpreted a 
signal and opened fire on Marines. 

In order to save the lives of his fellow Marines, Sergeant John Quick risked his own. 
Exposing himself to the crossfire, he signaled a cease-fire to the USS Dolphin. This 
courageous act earned Sgt Quick our nation's highest award, the Medal of Honor. 
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                                                                                    Marines fighting the Boxers 
 
 
 
1901: Pacific Operations 

A Presence in the Pacific 

At the end of the 19th century, a secret society took hold in China; the "Boxers" fueled 
anti-Western attitudes in the nation and began burning foreign homes and businesses. 

When the Chinese government refused to step in, Western foreign ministers pleaded for 
relief. Five-hundred sailors and Marines, who had just successfully calmed insurrection 
in the nearby Philippines, joined international forces to quell the Boxer Rebellion. 

In the Philippines and China, the Marines proved indispensable. They deployed at a 
moment's notice and fought admirably. 

These two triumphs established America's military presence in the Pacific and laid the 
groundwork for the role of the Marine Corps in the upcoming world war. 

 

 

 

 

                                             1912: 1STLT ALFRED A. CUNNINGHAM 

 

 

 

 

MARINES TAKE TO THE AIR 

With only two hours and 40 minutes of training, First Lieutenant Alfred A. Cunningham 
courageously embarked on the Marine Corps' first solo training flight. 

Cunningham reported to the nation's first aviation camp in Annapolis, MD, on May 22, 
1912, but was immediately ordered away on military duty. After a three-month delay, 
Cunningham received instruction on August 20 and began the rich legacy of Marine 
Corps aviation. 

Cunningham's flight was the seed for future successful Marine Corps aviation operations, 
leading up to World War I and beyond. 
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                                   1915: MajGen Smedley Butler 

 

 

 

 

Bravery in Back-to-Back Campaigns 

Not only did Major General Smedley Butler distinguish himself as one of two Marines to 
earn two Medals of Honor, he earned the prestigious medals in back-to-back campaigns. 

MajGen Butler earned his first Medal in 1914, commanding Marine forces during the 
United States' occupation of Vera Cruz. A year later, he earned his second Medal for 
"bravery and forceful leadership" as a commanding officer during the Haitian 
Occupation. 

Butler served for 34 years before retiring from duty, earning 16 medals, five of which 
were for heroism. At the time of his death, he was the most decorated Marine in U.S. 
history. Marine Corps Base Camp Butler, in Okinawa, Japan, is named in his honor. 

 

 

 

                                      SgtMaj Dan Daly 

 
 

 

1915: SgtMaj Dan Daly 

Two Medals of Honor, One Fearless Marine 

During the Boxer Rebellion in 1900, Sergeant Major Dan Daly fought off Chinese 
snipers and single-handedly defended the Marines' position until reinforcements arrived. 
This bravery earned him a Medal of Honor. 

In 1915, SgtMaj Daly earned the prestigious medal a second time during the Haitian 
Occupation. He gallantly fended off Haitian bandits all through the night to ultimately 
defeat them in the morning. 

A courageous leader, Daly is well known for his fearlessness in battle. He was highly 
respected by his fellow Marines; Major General Smedley Butler described him as "the 
‘fightinest' Marine I ever knew." Daly and Butler are the only Marines who have been 
awarded two Medals of Honor. 
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                                                              1915: Parris Island Established 

 

 

 

Where Marines Are Made 

Marine Corps training is legendary, but the recruit training that exists today didn't begin 
until 1911. Major General William P. Biddle, the 11th Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
formalized and intensified the training, raising the bar for what it takes to become a 
United States Marine. 

In 1915, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, became the first base dedicated to 
the sole purpose of training. It has been in continuous use since then and is now one of 
only two bases where enlisted Marines are made. 

As WWI broke out, 41,000 recruits trained at Parris Island, and the base has 
accommodated as many as 250,000 recruits during the Vietnam War. Parris Island began 
training female recruits in 1949. 

All Marine Corps recruits east of the Mississippi and all female recruits are still trained 
and transformed at Parris Island today. 

 

 

 

 

 1918: Opha Mae Johnson 

 

 

 

Breaking Barriers 

On August 13, 1918, Opha Mae Johnson became the first female Marine when she 
enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve. 

Although women weren't allowed in war zones during World War I, Johnson and more 
than 300 other women served proudly in the United States, helping their male 
counterparts win in France. 

Less than 100 years after Johnson's service and courage, women fill many key roles in 
the Marine Corps, in both the officer and enlisted ranks. 
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1918: Battle of Belleau Wood 

 

 

The Relentless "Devil Dogs" 

Deep in Belleau Wood, just outside of Paris, the 4th Marine Brigade fought relentlessly 
against German soldiers. The Marines suffered heavy casualties and were pinned down 
by machine-gun fire. 

On 7 June 1918, with few grenades and no signal flares left, Marine forces launched an 
assault with fixed bayonets, seizing enemy positions. Marine riflemen demonstrated their 
superior marksmanship, shredding the lines of an oncoming German counterattack. 

After 20 days of intense fighting, the Marines had won the Battle of Belleau Wood. The 
German survivors, exhausted and wounded, gave a fitting nickname to their relentless 
opponent: Teufelhunden, or "Devil Dogs." 

 

 

 

 

 1942: Montford Point Marines 
 
 
 
The First African-American Recruits Become Proud Marines 

In 1942, as desegregation in America progressed, the Commandant of the Marine Corps 
issued formal instructions to recruit qualified African-American men. 

The men who enlisted in response completed recruit training at Montford Point in North 
Carolina. Between 1942 and 1949, approximately 20,000 African-American men 
completed recruit training and became known as the "Montford Point Marines." 

The efforts of the Montford Point Marines proved their courage and paved the way for 
integrated armed forces. By 1949, training was desegregated, and all recruits trained side-
by-side at Parris Island and San Diego. Montford Point was renamed Camp Johnson in 
1974 and is now home to the Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools at Camp 
Lejeune. 
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                                                 1942: Navajo Code Talkers 
 
The Uncracked Code 

During World War II, coded radio transmission was the fastest way to deliver commands 
to units overseas. Cryptographers on both sides became adept at intercepting and 
decoding their opponents' transmissions. In 1942, the Marine Corps found a new way to 
keep their communications secure with the Navajo Code Talkers. 

Marines from the Navajo tribe began to send secure voice transmissions based on their 
native language. Since only a small group of Americans spoke Navajo, it was impossible 
for the enemy to gain intelligence from any intercepted messages. Additionally, the 
Navajo Code Talkers proved faster and more accurate than Morse Code or any machine. 

The unique Navajo language gave the Marines a strategic advantage during the Battle of 
Iwo Jima and countless other World War II battles. The program was highly classified for 
25 years and, to this day, there's no indication any intercepted Navajo code was 
successfully deciphered. 
 
 
 

 

                                             1945: Battle of Iwo Jima 

 

 

 

One of the Marine Corps' Greatest Triumphs 

When the United States sent the Marines to capture the Japanese airfields at Iwo Jima, the 
Marines showed the world their unyielding determination. 

Japanese soldiers turned the volcanic island into a trap, fighting from a maze of tunnels 
and steel bunkers beneath Mt. Suribachi. The Battle of Iwo Jima lasted 36 days and 
resulted in heavy casualties before the Marines secured the island. 

Four days into the battle, a Marine patrol reached the summit of Mt. Suribachi and raised 
the American Flag to encourage troops below. Later on, a team of Marines was sent with 
a larger, more visible flag. This time, the flag raising was captured by photographer Joe 
Rosenthal. Within days, the photo of the moment that embodied the Marines' struggle and 
victory became front-page news. The flag raising at Iwo Jima has become an iconic 
symbol of the Marine Corps. The monument of the Marine Corps War Memorial is cast 
in its image, inspiring each generation of Marines to strive for greatness. 
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                                       Marines scaling the sea wall 

 
 

 

1950: Inchon Landing    

A Surprise Attack and a Spectacular Landing 

The Cold War escalated when communist North Korea invaded South Korea in what was 
seen as a global military challenge. As the head of U.N. forces, Army General Douglas 
MacArthur relied on the amphibious capabilities of the Marine Corps to reclaim South 
Korea's occupied capital, Seoul. 

In a surprise attack, Marines landed behind enemy lines on the heavily defended shores 
of Inchon. Moving from landing craft, they climbed the seawall with close air support 
from warplanes above. 

Within hours, the Marines cleared the beach and began moving toward Seoul. In two 
weeks, they reclaimed the capital and put the North Korean army on the run. 

More than a battle victory, the landing at Inchon is considered one of the most 
spectacular amphibious assaults in history. The planning and landing became the model 
for the Marine Corps' Operational Maneuver from the Sea doctrine. 

 

 

 
                                                   1950: Chosin Reservoir 

 

 

 

Overcoming the Worst Weather, Terrain and Odds 

Following the successful Inchon landing, U.N. forces had North Korean troops on the 
run, but communist China's unexpected entry into the Korean War threatened that 
progress.  
 
At Chosin Reservoir, the 1st Marine Division found itself surrounded and outnumbered 
8-to-1 by the Chinese army. The worst weather in 50 years cut off air support and 
assaulted the Marines with snow, wind and temperatures of -40 degrees F.  
 
Even so, the "Chosin Few," as they would come to be called, decimated 10 Chinese 
infantry divisions and fought their way back to the sea to rejoin the American forces.  
 
No Marines have ever faced worse weather, terrain or odds than those who fought at 
Chosin Reservoir, but to anyone familiar with the Marines' spirit of determination, there 
was no doubt the 1st Marine Division would prevail. 
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                           In the first vertical envelopment in history, a giant HRS-1  

                                            Sikorsky helicopter lands Marines in front of the 

                                           Jamestown Line.    Korea 

1951: Operation Summit 

The First Combat Helicopter Assault 

After years of field tests, Operation Summit proved that delivering troops by helicopter 
could improve operations on enemy shores. 

In just four hours, the HMR-161 helicopter squadron completed 65 flights while 
transporting a total of 224 Marines and 17,772 pounds of supplies to an outpost in Korea. 

This was the first ground attack assisted by helicopter transport in military history. 

The overwhelming success of the mission proved the indispensable quality and power of 
helicopters, and this innovation became the center of strategic operations in subsequent 
conflicts. 

 
 

              1955: LtGen Lewis B. "Chesty" Puller 

                               “They’re on our left, they’re on our right, they’re in front of us,  

                                they’re behind us, they can’t get away this time.”  

 

Fourteen personal decorations in combat, five Navy Crosses, a Purple Heart, and a long 
list of campaign medals, unit citation ribbons and other awards: Lieutenant General 
"Chesty" Puller's heroics earned him more military decorations than any Marine who 
served before or since. 

He led Marines in 19 campaigns over four decades in some of the most critical battles of 
the 20th century, including the Battle of Inchon and the Battle of Chosin Reservoir. 

LtGen Puller is best remembered by fellow Marines for his quick-witted encouragement 
in the midst of combat, including "They're on our left, they're on our right, they're in front 
of us, they're behind us...they can't get away this time." 

 

 

        1965: Operation Starlite 

 

 

 

A Test of Courage 

When Marine commander, Lieutenant General Lewis W. Walt, received intelligence that 
the Viet Cong were hiding in a village south of the Marine base at Chu Lai, he didn't wait 
to be attacked. 

LtGen Walt and his commanders devised "Operation Starlite," a combined helicopter and 
amphibious assault that would protect the base and neutralize the approaching unit. 

The operation lasted six days and was a true test of courage. In the end, the Marines dealt 
the Viet Cong their first major defeat. 

The success of Operation Starlite not only proved the value of combined amphibious and 
vertical envelopment operations in combat, it renewed the Marines' faith in their ability to 
triumph in "every clime and place." 
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                                   1967: MAJ STEPHEN W. PLESS 

 
 
PILOT WITH DISTINCTION 

While serving as a helicopter gunship pilot, Major Stephen Pless led his unit in 
unleashing a devastating rocket and machine gun assault during a daring Vietnam rescue 
mission. Amid enemy fire, Maj Pless maneuvered his helicopter into position to retrieve 
four wounded American soldiers. 

For his courage and remarkable airmanship, Pless became the only Marine aviator to earn 
the Medal of Honor during the Vietnam War. 

 

 

 1968: PFC James Anderson, Jr. 

 

 

 

A Gallant Self-Sacrifice 

While advancing through the dense Vietnamese jungle, a platoon from the 3rd Marine 
Division came under intense enemy fire. The platoon moved together protectively as they 
returned fire. 

An enemy grenade landed in the midst of the platoon and rolled next to Private First 
Class James Anderson, Jr. Selflessly, he reached for the grenade, pulled it to his chest and 
wrapped his body around it as it exploded. 

PFC Anderson saved his platoon from serious injury and death, sacrificing his own life 
for his Marines and his country. 

For this courageous act, he became the first African-American Marine to be awarded our 
nation's highest military decoration, the Medal of Honor. 

 

 

 

                                    1968: North Vietnam Offensive. Seige of Khe Sanh  

                                                     begins. Hill 881N 

 

The 77-Day Siege 

During the war in Vietnam, Marines defended a base at Khe Sanh, a remote but strategic 
outpost near the Laotian border. 

The North Vietnamese army attacked the base, predicting overwhelming victory. The 
base remained under siege for 77 days, but Marines prevented the enemy from 
penetrating United States defenses. 

The victory was a morale boost for U.S. forces in what proved to be a long struggle for 
peace. 
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 1972: Col John W. Ripley 

 

 

 

Bravery Under Extreme Adversity 

Holding a bomb detonator between his teeth, Colonel John W. Ripley swung across the 
underside of the Dong Ha Bridge. For three hours, Col Ripley attached the explosives 
with one hand while gripping the bridge with the other. 

When finished, he returned to shore and destroyed the bridge, allowing his unit to hold 
off several thousand North Vietnamese forces. 

His courage and determination at the bridge earned him a Navy Cross and a place in 
Marine Corps history. Ripley demonstrated extraordinary courage throughout his 35-year 
career. 

By the time he retired, he had also earned the Silver Star, two Legion of Merit awards, 
two Bronze Stars with Combat "V," a Purple Heart and the Cross of Gallantry. 

 

 

 

 1978: BGEN MARGARET BREWER 

 

 

A LIFETIME OF LEADERSHIP 

In 1978, Margaret Brewer advanced to the rank of brigadier general, becoming the 
Marine Corps' first female general. 

Brewer received her commission in 1952, followed by several leadership positions, 
including Commanding Officer of the Women Marines, platoon commander for woman 
officer candidates and the Director of Women Marines, for which she earned the Legion 
of Merit award. 

Brigadier General Brewer's 28 years of service illustrate the commitment that Marines 
make to their country and to the Corps. 
 
                                        1979: LTGEN FRANK E. PETERSEN 

 

                                        PAVING THE WAY     Lieutenant General Frank Petersen was 
the first African-American promoted to the rank of general in the Marine Corps. Prior to 
his promotion, Petersen had been the Corps' first African-American pilot. 

Petersen received his commission as a second lieutenant in 1952. Serving in the Korean 
and Vietnam conflicts as a skilled pilot, he flew over 300 combat missions with over 
4,000 hours in various fixed-wing, fighter aircraft. Petersen later served as the senior 
ranking aviator in the Marine Corps. He also earned the Distinguished Service Medal for 
exceptional meritorious service as the Commanding General of the Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command. 

LtGen Petersen was more than an outstanding Marine and quality citizen; he broke racial 
barriers and strengthened the legacy of the Marine Corps while inspiring and paving the 
way for future African-Americans seeking to be the best in everything they do. 
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                                                        Marines of the 2d Light Infantry Battalion  

                                                        conduct operations in Arrijan, Panama, during  

                                                        Operation Just Cause, 20 December 1989. 

1989: Operation Just Cause 

Bringing an End to a Destructive Dictatorship 

Conflict in Panama began escalating when Dictator General Manuel Noriega came to 
power. During his reign, he broke international treaties, supported drug trafficking and 
declared war on the United States. 

He openly encouraged attacks on Americans, and when a Marine was killed by 
Panamanian forces, the United States decided Noriega would no longer be tolerated. 

The United States launched Operation Just Cause with the goal of deposing the dictator 
and returning order to Panama. 

The Marine Corps Security Force, infantry, and a Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team 
(FAST) played a critical role in the short but complex operation. 

Within just two weeks they had achieved success. Noriega surrendered, and the people of 
Panama began to restore their nation. 

 

1991: Operation Desert Storm 

                                            One of the Most Successful Assaults in Modern Warfare 

                                            After Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, the United Nations  

                                            intervened with a stern resolution warning Iraq to withdraw or 
United States and UN forces would drive them out. Iraq refused, and Operation Desert 
Storm began. 

From the air, Marine pilots used fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft to destroy Iraq's air 
and naval forces, anti-air defenses and ballistic missile launchers. 

The 1st and 2nd Marine Divisions broke through Iraq's southern border while 8,000 
Marines kept the Iraqi army distracted in the north. 

On Iraqi soil, Marines crossed minefields, barbed-wire obstacles, booby traps and fire 
trenches while under attack from Iraqi artillery. 

                                          

                                          1992-1997: African Humanitarian Missions   

                                          U.S. Marines in Somalia 1992-93 

                                         Peacekeeping in a Turbulent Region 

                                        With warring factions ravaging Somalia, Rwanda and Zaire in   

                                        the 1990s, the Marine Corps used its resources to provide vital 
humanitarian aid. When widespread violence and famine escalated in these countries, 
global support was needed, and the Marine Corps led the way. 

In these peacekeeping missions, Marines occasionally came under fire while providing 
security and distributing food, water and medical supplies. 

These missions reasserted the role of the United States Marines as defenders with the 
courage to take action in the face of injustice. 

With precise air operations, tenacious amphibious assaults and versatile land tactics, the 
Marines led one of the most successful assaults in modern warfare. 
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                                                          Into the breach: Sangin. Marines with 3/5 and  

                                                         The ANA provide cover taking enemy sniper 

                                                         fire during a security patrol in November 2010  

                                                         in Sangin 

 

2001: Operation Enduring Freedom 

Afghanistan 

After the attack on our nation on September 11, 2001, the entire American military 
focused its might on defeating Al-Qaeda. Two months later, Marines were the first major 
ground forces in Afghanistan. In mid-December, 2001, Marines from the 26th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit captured Kandahar Airport and converted it into one of the first 
coalition command centers in the country. 

Since the initial invasion, much progress has been made. The threat of violence has been 
greatly reduced, hundreds of schools have been constructed and millions in aid have been 
distributed. In October of 2004, Afghanistan held its first direct elections, and one year 
later, they conducted the first Afghan parliamentary election. 

At the start of 2010, Marines lead Operation Moshtarak, the largest military operation 
since the beginning of the war in Afghanistan and reclaimed cities across southern 
Afghanistan, including the Taliban stronghold of Marjah. The War in Afghanistan 
officially became the longest war in U.S. history in June of 2010. Marines continue to 
fight the Taliban and train Afghan soldiers to eventually shoulder the burden of 
Afghanistan's national security. 

 

 

                                             2001-Present: Global War on Terrorism. Marines in  

                                            Saddam’s palace 

 

The Ongoing Mission to Eliminate Terrorism 

Following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the United States government 
declared a "Global War on Terrorism." 

In response to the Taliban government's refusal to respond to known terrorist activities 
within their borders, Marines were deployed toAfghanistan as part of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

In 2003, Iraq became a second front in the war on terrorism with Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, with Marine responsibilities ranging from combat and security operations to 
humanitarian efforts. In September of 2010, Operation Iraqi Freedom officially ended, 
and Operation New Dawn began with the goal of advising and assisting Iraqi forces in 
rebuilding. 
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                                       Jason Dunham sacrificed his life to protect the  

                                      Marines he was serving with. 

                                    

                                      2004: Cpl Jason Dunham Without Hesitation During a  

                                      reconnaissance mission in the town of Karabilah, Iraq, Corporal 
Jason Dunham and his men heard gunfire erupt nearby. Cpl Dunham ordered his squad 
toward the fighting, receiving enemy fire as they moved. At the scene, they discovered 
seven vehicles scrambling to depart. As they halted the vehicles to search for weapons, an 
insurgent leapt out. He attacked Dunham and then released a grenade. Without hesitation, 
the corporal tore off his Kevlar helmet and used it to cover the grenade. He bore the full 
force of the fatal explosion, saving the lives of at least two other Marines in his squad. 

Dunham's brave actions distinguished him as the first Marine to earn the Medal of Honor 
since the Vietnam War. 

 

                                            2007: Maj Douglas A. Zembiec   The Lion of 

                                            Fallujah 
 
Major Zembiec was nicknamed the "Lion of Fallujah" as a result of his heroic actions 
during Operation Vigilant Resolve in 2004. As a rifle company commander, he lead Echo 
Company 2/1 in the first conventional ground assault into Fallujah, Iraq. He was awarded 
a Silver Star, Bronze Star with Combat Distinguishing Device and two Purple Hearts due 
to wounds incurred in action. His brave actions are detailed in the book No True Glory: A 
Front-line Account of the Battle of Fallujah by Bing West. 

Major Zembiec was killed by small arms fire while leading a raid during his fourth 
combat tour in Iraq. Zembiec warned his Marines to seek cover before doing so himself 
and was hit by enemy fire. Zembiec's warning saved his men and the initial radio report 
of the incident said there were, "five wounded and one martyred." 

 

 

 2009: Sgt Dakota Meyer 

 

 

 

Never Leave a Marine Behind 

When the forward element of his combat team was hit with intense fire in the Kunar 
Provence of Afghanistan on September 8, 2009, Dakota Meyer (then a Corporal) 
mounted a gun truck, enlisted another man to drive, and raced to attack the ambushers. 
During a six-hour firefight, Meyer returned four times, single-handedly turning the tide of 
the battle and personally evacuating 12 wounded Marines and soldiers, providing cover 
for another 24 Marines and soldiers to escape. For his actions, he became the first living 
Marine to earn the Medal of Honor since the Vietnam War. 

Meyer said of his citation, "The main thing that we need to get from that day is that those 
guys died heroes, and they are greatly missed. This isn't about me." 

The men in his unit who lost their lives were: 1stLt Michael Johnson of Virginia Beach, 
VA; SSgt Aaron Kenefick of Roswell, GA; Hospital Corpsman Third Class James 
Layton of Riverbank, CA; and GySgt Edwin Wayne Johnson Jr. from Columbus, GA. 
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                                                          26th Marine Expeditionary Unit rescue downed   

                                                          USAF pilots March 22, 2011. Joint Task Force 

                                                          Odyssey Dawn    Libya 

 

2011: Operation Odyssey Dawn 

Intervention in Libya 

In 2011, Marines were sent back to the shores of Tripoli in support of Operation Odyssey 
Dawn in Libya. The goal of the operation was to prevent the forces of Muammar Gaddafi 
from carrying out airstrikes on the Libyan rebels. 

As the situation in Libya began to deteriorate into a civil war, President Obama made the 
call to reposition the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) off the coast of Libya. Once 
Operation Odyssey Dawn was officially underway, Marines were among the first troops 
to enforce the no-fly zone and conducted numerous successful airstrikes against Gaddafi's 
forces. 

The 26th MEU also conducted a successful Tactical Recovery of Aircraft and Personnel 
(TRAP) mission using the MEU's MV-22 Ospreys, CH-53E Super Stallions and KC-130J 
Hercules aircraft. 

Maj Kenneth Harney, one of the rescued Air Force pilots, recalled the moment of his 
rescue saying, "As that backdoor opened I see a group of young Marine recon units jump 
out; that was probably the best feeling I ever felt in my entire life." 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

Aye Aye, Sir  Official acknowledgment of an 

order. 

Barracks   A building where Marines live. 

Blouse   Coat 

Bulkhead   Wall 

Bunk   Bed 

CMC   Commandant of the Marine Corps 

CO   Commanding Officer 

Colors   The national flag 

Cover   Hat 

Deck   Floor 

Drill   March 

Field Day   Clean up the area. 

Gangway   Move out of the way. 

Gear locker  Storage room for cleaning  

   purposes. 

Gee Dunk   Candy, sweets etc. 

Gung Ho   Working together in the spirit. 

Hatch   Door 

Head   Bathroom 

NCO   Noncommissioned Officer 

NCOIC   Noncommissioned Officer in  

   Charge 

Overhead   Ceiling 

Passageway  Corridor or hallway. 

PFT   Physical Fitness Test 

Reveille   Time to get up 

Secure   Stop work, put away, lock up. 

Square away  Straighten up. 

Swab   Mop 

WM   Woman Marine 
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DRILL TERMS 
Types of commands: 

  Preparatory Command – Indicates which movement is about to be  

  executed. 

  Command of execution – Causes the desired movement to be  

  executed.  

Alignment  A straight line on which several elements are formed. 

Cadence  The uniform step and rhythm in marching. 

Cover  To align oneself behind the person to their immediate front. 

Distance  The space between elements in depth; measured from back to  

  chest.  Normal distance is 40 inches. 

Guide An individual upon whom a formation regulates its cadence and 
direction of march. 

Interval Space laterally between elements of the same line.  Normal 
interval is one arms length measured from shoulder to shoulder.  
Approximately 30 inches.  Close interval is approximately 4 inches 
between shoulders. 

Line  A formation in which the elements are side by side. 

Dress  Alignment to the right or left as directed. 

Pace   A step of 30 inches, the length of a full step in marching at quick  

  time. 

Length  Quick time – 30 inches measured from heel to heel. 

  Half step – 15 inches measured from heel to heel. 

  Back step – 15 inches measured from heel to heel. 

  Right / Left step – 12 inches measured from inside heel to inside  

  heel. 

Rank  A line of individuals placed side by side. 

File  A single column of individuals placed one behind the other. 

Time  Quick time – 120 steps per minute (normal marching cadence) 

  Double time – 180 steps per minute  

  Slow time – 60 steps per minute 

Purpose of drill 

(1) To move a unit from one place to another in an orderly 
manner. 

(2) To teach discipline and coordination. 
(3) Improve morale by developing team spirit. 

 

 


